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Shelter fire 
claims animals 


TORONTO “Tipsy didn’t 
make it.” The tragic news, 
delivered by a tearful ani- 
mal-welfare worker, greeted 
the chihuahua’s new owner 
yesterday following an early 
morning fire that destroyed 
Durham Region Humane 
Society’s shelter and 
claimed the lives of 150 cats, 
three dogs and several rab- 
bits and rodents. 

Tipsy, recently rescued 
from an abusive situation, 
had been at the shelter await- 
ing a spaying operation be- 
fore going to her new home 
with an adoptive couple. 

“I hate God right now,” 
the man cried as he broke 
the news to his wife outside 
a neighbouring shelter 
where several animals saved 
from the fire were taken. 

Eight dogs, two cats anda 
rat named Baby Barnard 
were rescued by firefighters 
before the fire engulfed the 
overcrowded shelter in a run- 
down industrial building east 
of Toronto. The victims per- 
ished from smoke inhal- 
ation. 

The cause of the fire is 
still being investigated. 
Damage to the 2,400-square- 
foot facility is estimated at 
$250,000. TorSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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Weather Walking in a snowy wonderland 


metronews.ca 


A woman walks through the snow on the Halifax Common yesterday. Halifax was hit with a mix of snow, ice pellets and rain yester- 
day, but today’s forecast calls for mostly sunny skies with a high of -1 C. See story, pg 3 
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Tory patronage call? 


NDP suggest Fage appointment after minister mixup 


an 


PAUL MCLEOD 
paul.mcleod@metronews.ca 


The Tories accidentally 
called an opposition MLA 
looking for a patronage ap- 
pointment for Ernie Fage, 
says the NDP. 

East Hants MLA John Mac- 
Donell says he got a call 
Monday from Finance Minis- 
ter Michael Baker looking for 
an “appointment for Ernie.” 

Baker meant to call the 
other John MacDonell, who 
is chief of staff for federal De- 
fence Minister Peter MacKay. 


Baker admits mixing up 
the calls, but denies asking 
for any appointment for 
Fage. He says he was merely 
asking about a project in 
Fage’s riding. 

Fage is an independent 
MIA after twice resigning 
from cabinet in disgrace. 
Most recently he was booted 
out of the Tory caucus in 
2007 when he was video- 
taped crashing into a car af- 
ter leaving a pub and fleeing 
the scene. 

MacDonell said the call 
started light, with Baker 
talking about the weather. 


“Then he said, ‘I just want 
to talk about something 


regards to 
getting an 
appointment 
for Ernie,” |p 
said = -Mac- 
Donell. 

“T said, [\ 
‘Look, Im “8 
not sure Ernie Fage 
where you're 
going. Then he mentioned 
‘Peter’ and said, “We'd like 
an appointment for Ernie.” 

MacDonell says he real- 
ized who Baker thought he 
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30th Anniversary Tattoo Tickets—they make a unique gift. This holiday season, 
take advantage of the Tattoo’s special “buy three, get one free” ticket offer.* 
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Tattoo Tickets—The gift that gives again in July. 
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was and clarified he was 
NDP MIA John MacDonell. 
He said there was then a 
long silence, followed by 
Baker saying “OK, bye” and 
hanging up. 

MacDonell said Baker 
clearly seemed to be refer- 
encing a previous conversa- 
tion about a federal appoint- 
ment for Ernie Fage. 

But both the premier’s and 
MacKay’s offices denied any 
notion of an appointment 
for Fage. Fage also denied 
looking for an appointment. 

Baker called the whole 
thing a misunderstanding. 
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Mental illness 
still a Canadian 
Forces stigma: 
Ombudsman 


MILITARY It took him a long 
time to recover from those 
words. After hearing family 
members tell him he had 
changed from the fun-loving 
guy he used to be — anda 
threat from his wife to get 
help or get out — Chuck 
Marazzo finally worked up 
the courage to tell his mili- 
tary boss about the angry 
outbursts and hyper- 
vigilance he had been expe- 
riencing. 

“When I went to talk to 
my higher-ups — my 
sergeant major — he just 
told me I was weak and, you 
know, to deal with it,” 
Marazzo, 50, said yesterday 
as he recalled a conver- 
sation he had in 1997 before 
being released from the 
Canadian Forces for post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

“It took a lot of years to 
get over just that statement, 
because sometimes living 
with the stigma is worse 
than living with the injury 
itself,” said Marazzo, whose 
21-year career took him 
from Cyprus to Rwanda. 

The stigma surrounding 
mental illness remains one 
of the greatest challenges 
facing the Canadian Forces 
today, the military ombuds- 
man said in a report on op- 
erational stress injuries re- 
leased yesterday. 

The 62-page report is a fol- 
low-up to a 2002 assessment 
of operational stress injuries 
and notes while there has 
been progress — including a 
plan to hire 218 new mental 
health professionals by next 
March — 18 of the 31 
recommendations from the 
initial report have not been 
fully implemented. 

Based on interviews with 
more than 360 current and 
former military members, 
the report concluded some 
military personnel are not 
diagnosed properly or 
getting treatment they 
need. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


ROYAL 
NOVA SCOTIA 


@ INTERNATIONAL 


SJoveyr hha 


Your FREE daily. 


Atlantic Free Daily Newspapers Inc., operating as Metro Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K OBS. Publisher: Greg Lutes 


#F BlackBerry 


aN 


s 


@&. Big Girls Don't Cry.mp3 
$= 03/10/2007-6MB 


Big Girls Don’t Cry 
= Fergie 
2M The Dutchess 


1:54 
Options 


Offer ends Dec. 24, 2008 


with this coupon TS711 


wh en you pu rc hase a ny regu | al-prl ced This coupon must be presented at time of purchase for offer to be valid. Only one coupon may be redeemed per transaction. Only one applicable item may be discounted per coupon. Applicable taxes extra. Coupon has no cash value. Valid at participating The Source By 
Circuit City stores and participating Dealers in Canada only. Offer expires Dec. 24, 2008, STORE: For tracking purposes, enter product(s) purchased, then press <F8> and select coupon, enter coupon code TS711 and enter discount amount ($10). 


wireless accessories valued at $39.99 or more 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


THE 
O ROGERS" Canada’s most reliable wireless network ( GS C) LJ RG = 


BY CIRCUIT CITY™ 


With new activation on a 3-year plan. “With new activation of Rogers Vision Plan, on a 3-year term. *On any 3-year combination of voice and data plan activation totalling $35(+) .**On any 3-year combination of voice and data plan activation totalling $45(-+). BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, Sure Type® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or 


used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Offer intended for new Rogers Wireless subscribers. Existing customers may not be eligible. Term commitment required, early cancellation fees apply. Additional charges and taxes apply. Activation Fee, System Access Fee and 911 Emergency Service Access Fee apply. Terms and conditions apply. Ask for details. “Rogers, Rogers Wireless and Mobius design are trademarks of 
Rogers Communications Inc. Used under License. OUR POLICY: Prices in effect at all The Source By Circuit City stores and participating Dealers. Products available by order at all stores, displayed at selected locations. Prices accurate at press time. May be subject to change. If a continuing item is temporarily out of stock, we'll issue a Rain Check so you can purchase the item at the advertised price as soon as it's available. The Source By Circuit City 


does not accept liability for pictorial or typographical errors. Taxes not included.™ Trade-mark of Circuit City Stores West Coast, Inc. Used under License. Accessories sold separately. 


Thursday, December 18, 2008 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Avoid holiday fires Don’t get burned this holiday. N.S. fire marshal Bob Cormier says cooking, 
candle and ash fires are the biggest cause of holiday blazes. He suggests never cooking while 
tipsy, don’t put ashes in green bins, watch candles and keep trees watered. METRO HALIFAX 
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Snow-slicked roads 
hamper motorists 


JENNIFER TAPLIN 
jennifer.taplin@metronews.ca 


Let it Snow may be a pop- 
ular song this time of year, 
but it wasn’t a cheery 
refrain for many motorists 
around Halifax yesterday. 

The city was treated to 
some Christmas white yes- 
terday — enough to keep 
the snow plows busy and 
cause a few accidents. 

“There have been five col- 
lisions and crashes since 
1:30 p.m.,” said Cpl. Joe Ta- 
plin with the RCMP. 

There were no major in- 
juries involved. The acci- 
dents were on highways 
107 and 207, and Cole Har- 
bour Road. The other two 
were reports of cars going 
off the road. 

It was the same case in 
metro where Halifax Re- 
gional Police were called to 
more than a dozen weather- 


At least we’re not in the Prairies 


© Halifax did really well com- 
pared to Saint John, N.B., 
which got 16 centimetres of 


related accidents yesterday. 

“They were all minor in 
nature and the roads are 
very slippery,” said Const. 
Jeff Carr. 

Bob Robichaud, a meteor- 
ologist with Environment 
Canada, said we got at least 
five centimetres yesterday. 

“There’s a good area of 
snow pushing through.” 

There were snowfall 
warnings in Cumberland 
County where the Cobequid 
Pass was expected to be hit 
with at least 15 centimetres 
of snow throughout the day 
and night. 

“We should be looking at 
improving conditions (this) 
morning and not a bad day 
at all,” Robichaud said. “In 


snow yesterday, and the 
Prairies have been in a deep 
freeze for days. 


Halifax, there should be 
some kind of a warmup, but 
if it’s going to be enough to 


melt an appreciable 
amount of snow is hard to 
Say.” 


But don’t get too comfort- 
able — Arctic winds are head- 
ed our way. Robichaud said 
those cold systems don’t get 
into this part of the country 
until January or February. 

The snow took it easy on 
power lines yesterday, as 
Nova Scotia Power reported 
no outages by the after- 
noon. And at the airport, Pe- 
ter Spurway said they were 
“holding their own.” Any 
flight delays yesterday were 
due to weather in central 
Canada or the U.S. 


Gas Tax Fund extension to sale iN $223M 


INFRASTRUCTURE Nova Scotia 
will see $223 million in in- 
frastructure funding from 
the federal government as 
of yesterday thanks to a con- 
tract extension. 

The province and federal 
government signed an ex- 
tension of the Gas Tax Fund. 

“This ... gives municipali- 
ties the stable, predictable 
and significant funding sup- 
port they need. They can 
now take action to improve 
their economic — well- 
being by planning, building 
strong and modern infra- 
structure,” said federal De- 
fence and Atlantic Gateway 
Minister Peter MacKay. 

The signing was coupled 
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Video Boy who gave bone 
marrow to save his brother 
hailed as a hero at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video Jim Flaherty vows to 
work with the 
provinces to revive 
the economy at 
metronews.ca/ 
canada 


Lotto 6/49: 11, 18, 22, 28, 30 & 49 Bonus 25 
These results are not official. 


Mayor Peter Kelly, centre, shakes hands with Jamie Muir, minis- 


REVELLE-ECe rs 


gS 


ter of Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations, yesterday. 
Seated at left is federal Defence Minister Peter MacKay. 


with the announcement of 
another $50 million next 
year for infrastructure to be 
split evenly between the 
feds and province as part of 
the Building Canada Plan. 

The province will get pay- 
ments of $25 million of fed- 
eral money under the plan 
each year until 2014. 

“The province/territorial 
base funding will help stim- 
ulate the economy by allow- 
ing our communities to con- 
tinue to grow and prosper 
while at the same time im- 
proving Canada’s overall in- 
frastructure,” MacKay said. 

HRM Mayor Peter Kelly 
said the deal reaffirms mu- 
nicipalities as the economic 
engine of the country. 

PAUL MCLEOD/METRO HALIFAX 


Projects 


e Eight projects in particular 
were pegged for funds: High- 
way 102 weigh-in; Enfield 
motion scale; Highway 101, 
Beaverbank West _ inter- 
change; Trunk 4 widening 
and paving from East Bay 
westerly to Big Pond; Nation- 
al highway system pavement 
rehabilitation and safety im- 
provements; Highway 103 
pavement rehabilitation; 
Phase 1 of bridge rehabilita- 
tion and construction; High- 
way 111 Mount Hope inter- 
change at Highway 11 to con- 
nect to Woodside Industrial 
Park; Highway 102 Larry 
Uteck interchange 
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Halifax Regional Police Const. Nathan Cross and his young buddy 


deliberate buying sneakers at Halifax Shopping Centre’s fourth 


annual CopShop shopping spree. 


News in brief 


PENSIONS New Glasgow is the 
only town in the county that 
forces its taxpayers to foot the 
bill to ensure some members of 
council get a pension cheque. 
And that’s the way it’s going to 
stay. Coun. Terry Curley brought 
a motion to council Monday 
night, asking members to ditch 
their own pension plan. His mo- 
tion was voted down 4-3. 
According to the Municipal Gov- 
ernment Act, council has the op- 
tion to establish a pension plan 


for the mayor or coun- 

cillors or both. Those 

who opt into the plan 

must make financial 

contributions. That 

money is matched 

by the town and 

comes out of 

taxpayer’s pockets. The 

surrounding towns of Westville, 

Stellarton, Trenton, Pictou, 

Antigonish and Truro do not of- 

fer pensions to their councillors. 
METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Colchester CD retailer 
to close doors for good 


Colchester County’s only 
specialized retail CD mu- 
sic store will 


tions for CD Plus. “A cou- 
ple years ago, Wal-Mart 


came to the 


close its « market and 

doors next A couple years they deep 

week. ago, Wal-Mart discounted 
On _Tues- came to the market 2!! of the 


day, officials 


at the Win- and they deep 
nipeg-based discounted all of 
the products we 
firmed their make profit off of 
Truro Mall lo- and our bottom line 
was skimmed off, 


CD Plus head 
office con- 


cation will 


products we 
make profit 


off of and 
our bottom 
line was 


skimmed off, 
so the store 
is no longer 


close perma- 2 viable.” 
nently on $0 the store is no When. the 
Dec. 24. longer viable.” store closes 
“We are : Christmas 
closing it be- Dale Bially Eve, two full- 
cause we time and 


can’t make a go of it any- 
more,” said Dale Bially, 
vice-president of opera- 


three part-time employ- 
ees will be out of work. 


METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Halifax cops traded in 
their guns and badges to 
become personal shoppers 
yesterday. The Halifax 
Shopping Centre hosted 
its fourth annual CopShop, 
where 50 cops were 
teamed with 50 local 
kids, armed with 
$200 gift certifi- 
cates, and let 
loose in 
the mall 
for two 
hours. 

The 


spree started with a pizza 
party and a visit from San- 
ta. Then the kids grabbed 
their cops and scattered in 
search of perfect caps, 
oversized hoodies, “sick” 
sneakers and, most impor- 
tantly, video games. 

One of the teams, Const. 


“1 love you!” 


Express bus added for Michelin workers 
There’s a new express bus from Wolfville to Waterville for Michelin shift workers. If all 1,200 Michelin employees took the bus 
to work, it would save 165 tonnes a year of greenhouse gas — the equivalent of taking 35 cars off the road. METRO HALIFAX 


CopShop brings smiles 


Officers and kids team up for a holiday shopping spree 


“lL love this 
program.” 
Angela Chaisson 


Ray Turner, 31, and Vince 
Cain, 10, were serious, 
strategic shoppers. Heads 
together, they calculated 


risks and _ rewards. 
Cain, a_ talented 
basketball 
player, wor- 
ried 
about 
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An Illness may force 25 
horses from their homes 


SIT" 
JON TATTRIE 
for Metro Halifax 


A mystery ailment has 
been making horses at 
Bengal Lancers sick, forc- 
ing the downtown Halifax 
barn to consider moving 
all 25 animals out of the 
city. 

A notice posted at ben- 
gallancers.com on Monday 
warned that “the horses 
must move out of this sta- 
ble, at least temporarily.” 
But a Tuesday night board 
meeting heard from veteri- 
narians who said the hors- 
es can stay put while fur- 
ther testing is carried out. 
The vets said the horses 
are suffering from inflam- 
matory airway disease, 
likely from the gas ammo- 
nia, which comes from 
horse urine. 

“We have experts com- 
ing from Michigan State 


“Things are pretty quiet in the barn right 
now. That’s a good thing.” 
Jill Barker, barn manager 


University on the first of 
January and they will tell 
us for sure the permanent 
solution,” barn manager 
jill Barker said yesterday 
“Nobody’s dying — they’ve 
had a cough and it hasn’t 
gotten better.” 

“Quite a few” of the 25 
horses had been affected, 
she said. “It’s risky ... long- 
term; it’s not good if you 
have an insult to lung tis- 
sue.” 

She’s optimistic the 
American experts will find 
the precise cause and that 
it can be cleaned up with- 
out needing to move the 
horses. 

The problem began with 
renovations in 2003. Win- 


dows and doors in the barn 
were tightened up to stop 
drafts and that may have 
led to the air-quality prob- 
lem. Barker said the venti- 
lation system is “moving 
plenty of air, but not in the 
right places. 

“This has cost us hun- 
dreds of thousands of dol- 
lars,” she said. “We are 
non-profit and don’t have 
the money to throw 
around. We are in some 
debt and now things are 
looking a little dire.” 

Temporary measures 
have been taken to protect 
the horses over Christmas. 
“Things are pretty quiet in 
the barn right now. That’s 
a good thing,” Barker said. 


adding a second, half-price 
pair of basketball sneakers 
when he still hadn’t 
bought an X-box con- 
troller. 

“Big decisions, 
Turner said. 

After the spree, the cops 
were loaded up like mules 
and the kids were dragging 
around proud, exhausted 
grins. 

“I love this program,” 
Angela Chaisson, 29, said, 
as she watched her son 
Nathan manoeuvre his cop 
and his bags of presents 
through the busy mall. 

In true Christmas spirit, 
when the shopping was 
over and everyone was 
gathering for a group pho- 
to, Turner slipped away 
from his buddy, back into 
crowd to buy the one video 
game Cain couldn’t quite 
afford. 

The kids who participat- 
ed in CopShop were cho- 
sen because of need, or to 
recognize academic or 
sports achievement. Cop- 
Shop originated in Halifax 
in 2005, but has spread na- 
tionwide. Four hundred 
Canadian kids will shop 
with a cop this season. 


man,” 


Homeowner 
finds three 
intruders 


ARRESTS RCMP have 
charged three men with 
breaking into a house on 
the Conrad’s Branch Road 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. 

The homeowner was in 
the basement at the time 
when a loud noise attract- 
ed his attention. He ran 
upstairs to find three men 
inside the house, who fled 
to a white Honda outside. 
RCMP arrested a 21-year- 
old, a 19-year-old and a 17- 
year-old, and charged 
them with break-and- 
enter. 

e Halifax Regional Police 
charged an 18-year-old 
with possession of ecstasy 
Tuesday night after a traf: 
fic stop on Purcell’s Cove 
Road. From the same inci- 
dent, a 41-year-old man 
faces a charge related to 
drug possession and a 
weapons offence, after he 
was allegedly discovered 
with a butterfly knife. 
¢ Carrying pot in your car 
during the Christmas traf- 
fic-stop season is probably 
a bad idea. Police charged 
a 22-year-old man with 
possession of marijuana 
for the purpose of traffick- 
ing Tuesday night after an 
8:45 p.m. traffic stop on 
Herring Cove Road. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Doing a little off-the-books construction work? Fess up quick 


The Canada Revenue Agency is targeting companies in Atlantic Canada, but says it won’t 


local 5 


prosecute those that report their under-the-table business beforehand. METRO HALIFAX 


Minister of Health Promotion Barry Barnett, from middle left, Mayor Peter Kelly and Defence Minis- 
ter Peter MacKay turn some sod for the official ground-breaking ceremony for the Mainland Com- 
mon Centre yesterday. The $50.5-million centre will be ready for the 2011 Canada Winter Games. 


Sports centre step 
closer to ‘reality’ 


PAUL MCLEOD 
paul.mcleod@metronews.ca 


Flanked by man-sized, 
dancing woodland 
creatures, politicians 
broke ground for the 
Mainland Common Centre 
yesterday. 

The $50.5-million facility 
will be the centerpiece of 
Halifax’s hosting the 2011 
Canada Winter Games. 
The 176,000 square-foot 
complex will include a 
field house with three full- 
sized gymnasiums, an in- 
door 200-metre track, a 
pool and other resources. 

“This state-of-the-art fa- 
cility will provide a much 
needed training venue for 


“This new, state-of- 
the-art centre will 
help encourage 
more Nova Scotians 
to get active.” 

Health Promotion 
Minister Barry Barnett 
our province’s athletes,” 
said Haifax 2011 Canada 


Games chair JP Deveau. 
“This facility will host 


three of our sporting 
events — synchronized 
swimming, badminton 


and artistic gymnastics.” 
The construction launch 
was a cold, snowy event. 
But that didn’t stop a few 
dozen people, including 


politicians from all three 
levels of government, from 
showing up. 

A couple of active, furry 
mascots and songs by the 
Halifax West Jazz Band did 
their best to warm the 
crowd. 

“We are one step closer 
to turning years of plan- 
ning into reality,” said 
Health Promotion Minister 
Barry Barnett. 

“This new, state-of-the- 
art centre will help encour- 
age more Nova Scotians to 
get active.” 

The facility will be locat- 
ed at the Mainland Com- 
mon on Thomas Raddall 
Drive off Lacewood Drive. 
It’s scheduled to be com- 
pleted in fall of 2010. 


Bar company files for 
creditor protection 


pests Slow business and 
rising costs have caused 
Argyle Cobblers Ltd., the 
company that owns The 
Economy Shoe Shop, the 
Seahorse Tavern, the Press 
Gang and the Marquee 
Club, to file for protection 
from creditors. 

Victor Syperek, the com- 
pany’s owner and a onetime 
mayoral candidate, has filed 
a court application that lists 
$555,107 in debts on 89 ac- 
counts. Despite that, he says, 
the bars will not be shutting 
down — they'll cut their 
hours. 

“During the day, there’s 
no point in having four 
bars open when you just 
have 80 customers. We just 
open according to however 
many people are in the 
place,” Syperek said. 

He said he doesn’t know 
yet if there’ll be job losses. 


Luke Erjavec from the 
Canadian Restaurant and 
Food Services Association 
says times are tough for all 
restaurants in Halifax. 

“The last several years have 
been really, really tough on 
the food service industry, par- 
ticularly in the liquor sector. 
Liquor commission sales con- 
tinue to climb and our sales 
continue to go down. We had 
a huge escalation in mini- 
mum wage, up 27 per cent in 
three years, and it cost the in- 
dustry 20 million bucks,” Er- 
javec said. 

He says what happened 
to Syperek could happen 
to anyone else if business 
continues to go down. 

Syperek thinks he'll 
bounce back. He says he’ll 
be using this time to recon- 
figure his strategy on how 
to pay everyone back. 

EDANA ROBITAILLE/FOR METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


FISHERIES Maritime fisheries 
ministers met late Tuesday with 
federal Fisheries Minister Gail 
Shea to discuss market 
challenges facing the industry. 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Min- 
ister Ron Chisholm was joined 
by provincial counterparts Rick 
Doucet from New Brunswick 
and Allan Campbell from Prince 
Edward Island. The ministers 
agreed to co-operate to expand 
markets and assist the industry 
through these tough times. 


AWARDS The Tourism Industry 
Association of Nova Scotia host- 
ed the 2008 Tourism Summit re- 
cently and 10 Crystal Tourism 
Awards of Excellence were pre- 
sented to individuals and 
organizations that have 
excelled in their particular cate- 
gory. Oliver Bourque of 
Yarmouth, Joggins Fossil Cliffs, 
Wilfrid Creighton, Hillsdale 
House Inn, Ecology Action Cen- 
tre, Nova Scotia Association of 
Chefs and Cooks, and Donald 
Wilson were among the 
winners. METRO HALIFAX 
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new PHL Reference Chroma Processor Plus, you'll enjoy faithful, 
sharp colour reproduction in everything you watch. 
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e Wall Mountable Flat Panel 
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© 16:9 Aspect Ratio 

© 1000000:1 Contrast Ratio 

e HDMI x 3 Interface 

e 1920 x 1080 Resolution 


e Anti-reflective Protective 
Screen Shield 


e Memory Card Reader for SD 
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PLASMA The advantages of PLASMA Techology ? 


Color: VIERA Plasma 
TVs offer superior 
reproduction for both 
bright and dark 
scenes. 


SAVE $180 
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X 60 months* 
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Contrast: In an ordinary 
living room, VIERA 
Plasma TVs deliver clear, 
high contrast images 
with remarkable depth 


Clarity: VIERA Plasma 
TVs can display 
beautiful clear images 
even during fast moving 
action scenes 


Viewing Angle: VIERA 
Plasma TVs display 
beautiful images from any 
angle, allowing everyone in 
the room to enjoy the show 


1250 Watt Home --- 
Theatre System - 
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Front and rear speakers with stands 
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e iPod docking station 
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42” Plasma HDTV and 
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© 1000000:1 Contrast Ratio 

¢ 1024 x 768 Resolution 
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Hospital death rates down 


Doctors unsure of why fewer patients died in 2006-07 


aT 
JENNIFER TAPLIN 
jennifer.taplin@metronews.ca 


In this kind of report card, 
hospitals are hoping for 
the lowest scores. 

Mortality ratios for hos- 
pitals across the country 
were released by the Cana- 
dian Institute for Health 
Information (CIHI). The 
QEII and the Capital Dis- 
trict Health Authority 
showed fewer deaths in 
2006-07. 

It’s not cause for celebra- 
tion, though, said Brendan 
Carr, the vice-president of 
medicine. The stats show 
they’re doing something 
right, but they don’t know 
what. 

“This doesn’t tell us 
where the deaths are oc- 
curring or any information 
on what might have 
caused the change we’re 
seeing,” he said. 

“It’s a high-level indica- 
tor that gives us a rough 
sense of how we're doing.” 

The health authority has 
other internal methods of 
collecting stats like these 
to determine how patients 
are faring. 

“We're generally pleased 
that our trend seems to be 
improving. but we’re not 
complacent about that, 


and we're continually 
looking for ways to im- 
prove,” Carr said. 

The report brought up a 
few risk factors for pa- 
tients dying in the hospi- 
tal. 

A few of them are ob- 
vious: age and diag- 
nosis. 

But one of 
them is surpris- 
ing: being male. 

According to 
CIHI, if you’re 
male, the 
chances of 
dying in the 
hospital are 
nine per cent 
higher than 
if you're a 
woman. 

“These 
are facts 
of life 
al- 


here. for you.” 


women die,” he said. 
“Men tend to die earlier 
than women.” 


most,” Carr said. 

“The fact is men die at a 
different rate 
than 


“Booyah!” 
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RCMP blood drive gives gift of life 


ert" 


EDANA ROBITAILLE 
for Metro Halifax 


Nathalie Rathwell-Hardy 
almost always gets emo- 
tional when she _ talks 
about her daughter Eliza- 


across the province donat- 
ed blood yesterday as part 
of the force’s campaign for 
blood donations. Every do- 
nation of blood can save 
up to three lives. 

Taplin said although 
many RCMP officers al- 


beth’s fight ready donate 
for life. SENET 100d, this: is 
Speaking at “Giving blood is the the first time 
oe ane tes recession-proof Lanes : 
e ° ° ande O- 
Red Surge for gift. The cost is free, gether as a 
Life campaign It only takes about unit. 
oo she an hour, and the : ao a 
eare u ° onald,  di- 
again. benefits are rector of 
Elizabeth, immeasurable.” donor and 
now almost clinic servic- 
three years Peter MacDonala, es for the At- 


old, was diag- 
nosed with Services 
biliary atre- 

sia, a condition in new- 
borns where the bile duct 
to the small intestine is ei- 
ther blocked or absent. 

A repair surgery worked 
for a while, but an infec- 
tion caused Elizabeth to 
bleed internally, and she 
needed blood transfusions. 

She had 81 in total while 
she waited for a liver trans- 
plant, which she received 
in early 2007. 

RCMP Cpl. Joe Taplin 
said more than 25 officers 


Canadian Blood 


lantic Cana- 
da division of 
Canadian 
Blood Services, says that 
donating blood is the one 
of the best ways to give to 
others this season. 

“Canadians are finding it 
harder and harder to find 
money and time to help 
charities. That’s why we 
are reminding people that 
giving blood is the reces- 
sion-proof gift. The cost is 
free, it only takes about an 
hour and the benefits are 
immeasurable,” MacDon- 
ald said. 


XVINIVH O8LIW /ATINVITGON VNVGA 


Nathalie Rathwell-Hardy and her daughter Elizabeth are among 
the families who have benefited from blood donations. 
Rathwell-Hardy spoke at the launch of the RCMP’s Red Surge For 
Life donation campaign to persuade officers to give blood. 


Men’s weight linked to wealth, says study 
Here’s a reason to be glad you’re not rich: StatsCan says the higher men’s income, the more likely they are to be overweight. It’s got 
something to do with how often wealthy men eat out. The pattern doesn’t hold true for women, though. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Nova Scotia foreclosures 
increased from 2007 totals 


PROPERTY A sign of the 
times perhaps? Foreclo- 
sures in the province are 
increasing. 

The Justice Department 
issued 453 orders to fore- 
close in 2007-08. 

There were 363 in 2006- 
2007. 

These are orders where 


the homeowner was given 
some time to raise enough 
money before the property 
is foreclosed, giving them 
a chance to save their 
homes. 

In Halifax County, there 
were 138 orders in 2008 
compared to 115 in 2007. 
JENNIFER TAPLIN / METRO HALIFAX 


Test results on Truro Raceway 
horses to be unveiled today 


RACING Truro Raceway 
expects to hear from 
the Maritime 
Provinces Harness 
Racing Commission 
(MPHRC) on the sta- 

tus of horses at the 
Bible Hill facility 

says Truro Raceway 
secretary Joe Kelly. 

Dr. Paul Hogan, di- 
rector of racing for 
the MPHRC, said Tues- 
day he expected the re- 
sults from tests conduct- 
ed for strangles on two 


standardbred horses would 
be known today. 
Preliminary tests of two 
horses carried out on Dec. 
7 came back inconclusive, 
resulting in the racing 
commission banning the 
movement of horses in 
and out of the raceway. 
Some 40 horses were 
scratched from last Sun- 
day’s 13-dash program, 
contributing to a wager of 
about $5,000, the lowest 
Sunday handle of the sea- 
son. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Richmond County in ‘sound 
financial shape’, warden says 


FINANCES The Munic- 
ipality of  Rich- 
mond’s auditors say 
it is in good finan- 
cial shape, but coun- 
cil is concerned 
about how the re- 
cession may affect the 
county and its people. 
“The good news is that 
we are in very sound finan- 
cial shape and we have a 
good outlook, in terms of 
being able to provide the 
services that we do pro- 


vide,” warden John Bou- 
dreau said. 

“If we can identify some 
major projects, we'll dig 
into our reserves and do 
some major projects over 
the next couple of years 
that help put shovels in 
the ground and jingle in 
the pockets.” 

Having a sound financial 
position enables a munici- 
pality to do that in a time 
of need, he added. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Cape Breton votes to support 
Lake Uist project assessment 


POWER Cape Breton Re- 
gional Municipality coun- 
cil voted unanimously 
Tuesday night to support a 
call for a full-panel federal 
environmental assessment 
on the proposed wind and 
hydroelectric power proj- 
ect at Lake Uist. 

The resolution to en- 
dorse a request for a re- 
view after Laurie Suitor of 
the Unama’ki Institute of 
Natural Resources present- 
ed environmental con- 


cerns about the project. 

A community group 
called the Save the Grand 
River Watershed Associa- 
tion has already requested 
a full panel review from 
the Department of Envi- 
ronment. Those concerns 
included carbon  emis- 
sions, the death of plants 
and fish and whether the 
presence of turbines would 
result in methyl mercury 
contamination in the wa- 
ter. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


News in brief 


HEALTH If your child has asth- 
ma and you’re headed to the 
IWK Health Centre’s 
emergency room, and he or 
she uses an inhaler with a 
spacer, bring it with you. 
Research shows a metered- 
dose inhaler, or puffer, using a 
spacer instead of an aerosol 
mask, is better for infection 
control. If you bring your spac- 
er, that means the staff can 


look it over to make sure it’s 
working well and you’re using 
it properly. For more info, call 
the IWK’s emergency depart- 
ment at 470-8050. 
TRAFFIC Heading to Windsor? 
Beware the construction on 
Highway 101, say RCMP. West- 
bound traffic on that highway 
has been cut to one lane in 
several spots. 
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More Americans overnighted in Canada 
Americans, travelling by car and plane, made a million overnight trips to Canada in October 2008, up 0.7 per cent from September. That off- 
set a two per cent drop in travel from overseas. Meanwhile, Canadians made 0.8 per cent fewer overnight trips to the U.S. METRO HALIFAX 


Court refuses to reduce sentence 


Man given 
14 years 
for trying 
to kill wife 


RACHEL BOOMER 
Metro Halifax 


A Dartmouth man who 
stabbed his pregnant 
fiancée 15 times in the 
stomach, killing their un- 
born child, has lost his bid 
to have his jail term cut by 
more than half. 

Alan Clayton Bryan was 
sentenced last February to 
14 years behind bars for 
the July 31, 2007, attack on 
Charlene Knapp. 

His lawyer argued the 
sentence was excessive, 
and said it should be cut to 
five or six years. 

In a decision released 
yesterday, the Nova Scotia 
Court of Appeal disagreed, 
saying Bryan’s sentence 
was justified in the “horri- 


fying” case. 
“One could hardly imag- 
ine a more _ vicious, 


planned and deliberate at- 
tempted murder commit- 
ted in the context of a do- 
mestic relationship,” wrote 
Justice Jamie Saunders, on 
behalf of a_ three-judge 
panel. 

“He set out to kill his 


common-law wife and 
came within a_ hair’s 
breadth of doing so.” 


Suspect 
tried to lure 
child into 
his car 


cRIME Halifax Regional Po- 
lice are looking for a 30- to 
40-year-old man who tried 
to lure an 11-year-old girl in- 

to his car 
mums Near John 


MacNeil 
The a School in 


Knapp, who was four 
months pregnant, was sit- 
ting on the couch of the 
couple’s Dartmouth apart- 
ment, reading What To Ex- 
pect When You’re Expect- 
ing, when Bryan began to 


“One could hardly imagine a more vicious, planned and deliber- 
ate attempted murder committed in the context of a domestic 
relationship.” 

Justice Jamie Saunders, writing on behalf of a three-judge panel 


stab her with a decorative twice inthe ambulance on age. her mother because she 
sword. the way to the hospital, The baby died, and _ needed full-time care. 
She had to be revived suffering mild brain dam- Knapp had to move in with Bryan kept a diary where 


local 7 


he planned a murder-sui- 
cide, saying he wanted the 
baby to die, and that he 
planned to stab Knapp and 
then himself. 

He was diagnosed with 
narcissistic personality dis- 
order, antisocial personali- 
ty traits, and an addiction 
to cannabis. 
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was driving a 
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door car with 
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ternoon. 

At 2:20 
p.m., a man 
with a beard, 
brown eyes 
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TRURO 

Aliant Store 
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DownEast Communications 
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YARMOUTH 
Aliant Store 
Yarmouth Mall 


and tinted and wearing 
side windows. a dark jacket 
ordered a 
passing girl 
to “get in the 
car.” 


The girl ran to a house 
and contacted police. She 
wasn’t hurt. 
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Talks aimed at averting a strike at some Pacific Coast ports are progressing slowly, a representative of the employers said yesterday. Foremen in Vancouver and 
Prince Rupert, B.C., will be in a legal strike position as of Jan. 2, but the union and employers are scheduled to meet with a mediator again tomorrow. REUTERS 


Naked woman uninjured by fall from balcony 


EDMONTON A man out fora 
smoke got the shock of a 
lifetime when a naked 
woman fell from the sky 
yesterday morning. 

The 19-year-old woman 


fell from a third-floor bal- 
cony of an apartment 
building and landed at the 
feet of a man standing out- 
side. 

Though she was miracu- 


lously uninjured, police 
believe she may have been 
the victim of a domestic 
dispute, and was possibly 
on drugs. 

METRO CANADA 


EDUCATION As the work slows 
in the oilsands, enrolment in 
trade schools in Newfoundland 
and Labrador is booming, CBC 
News Online reports, as work- 
ers return home to upgrade 
their skills. 


LEGAL BATTLE Newfoundland 
and Labrador Premier Danny 
Williams told CBC yesterday 
that if AbitibiBowater wants to 
start a legal fight, it is 
welcome to try, but he insists 
his government has the power 


to expropriate the company’s 
assets in the province. 
Williams was responding to 
the threat of legal action over 
the expropriation of the com- 
pany’s provincial assets. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


WE SEE WHAT MOST DON’T — 


We see the heartbreaking effects of poverty, homelessness, 
abuse and addiction every day. Last year in Canada, The 
Salvation Army served 2.5 million meals to the hungry, 
helped 10,000 people with addictions and provided one 
third of all shelter beds each night. This Christmas we ask 
you to open your eyes and your heart. And give. 


SalvationArmy.ca ~ 1.800.SAL.ARMY 


Original Design: ACLC Inc. | Photography: Dattu Photo 


Finance ministers agree 
on economic stimulus 


Federal Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty and his 
provincial counterparts 
agreed yesterday ona 
joint pro-growth plan 
which includes accelerat- 
ing spending on urban re- 
construction, better 
support for workers and 
freeing up bank credit for 
Canadian businesses and 
consumers. 

Flaherty said Ottawa 
must open its coffers to 
pump money into the 
economy to soften the im- 
pact of the recession, but 
said it is too early to say 
how big the planned stim- 
ulus package would be. 
Economic growth next 
year will decline by 0.4 per 
cent, he said. 

Ontario Finance Minis- 
ter Dwight Duncan, who 
sharply criticized Flaherty 
in the private meetings, 
welcomed the agreement 
in principle on federal- 
provincial action. But “we 
really didn’t deal with 
what I would call the sub- 
stantive, tough issues,” he 
told the media. 

The hard questions are 
what kind of economic 
stimulus is most effective, 
what kind of infrastruc- 
ture investments are best 
and “how do you get the 


Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty talks with the media yes- 


\ Ge 


SuaLNIy/IGdOLs GiAVa 


ed Ft 


terday after an all-day meeting with the provincial and territorial 
finance ministers in Saskatoon, Sask. 


money into the ground” 
quickly, he said. Duncan 
noted that Ontario signed 
a major agreement on in- 
frastructure spending with 
Ottawa in July “and not 
one dollar has flowed.” 
Flaherty said the minis- 
ters are aware of the need 
to move quickly with in- 
frastructure projects. He 
said Ottawa and _ the 
provinces are going to put 
together a list of projects 
that “are ready to go 
across Canada” after the 
budget, “so that the stimu- 
lus will be effective.” He 


e Finance Minister Jim Fla- 
herty used the meeting as 
an opportunity to admit for 
the first time that the econ- 
omy would retract next year 
and that Ottawa would run 
a budget deficit in 2009 of 
at least $5 billion. 


said Ottawa’s infrastruc- 
ture spending next year 
will probably exceed the 
$6 billion already prom- 
ised. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Chrysler to shut manufacturing 
plants for at least one month 


Auto Citing a credit crisis 
and dwindling sales, 
Chrysler LLC yesterday said 
it would shut down all of its 
manufacturing operations 
in Canada at the end of this 
week for at least a month. 

The shutdown, also af- 
fecting plants in the United 
States and Mexico, marked 
a deepening of the financial 
crisis for the U.S. auto in- 
dustry and came as Chrysler 
and its larger rival General 
Motors Corp. both seek to 
shore up cash as they seek a 
federal bailout they say they 
need to survive. 

Chrysler, considered the 
weakest of the Detroit au- 
tomakers, made the shut- 
down announcement in a 
letter sent yesterday to its 
employees, suppliers and 
unions that was also posted 
on its website. 

Chrysler said its dealers 
were getting shoppers into 
showrooms, but losing be- 
tween 20 and 25 per cent of 


® The proposed $3.4 billion 
auto-industry bailout from 
Ontario and Ottawa is just 
the beginning of help for 
the troubled Detroit Three, 
Ontario Premier Dalton 
McGuinty acknowledged 
yesterday. “This is a bit of a 
lifeline at this point in time 
to sustain the industry,” the 
premier said as the White 
House in Washington con- 
tinued to mull the size of an 
aid package for General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


potential sales because of 
the lack of consumer fi- 
nancing for new purchases. 

“As a result of the finan- 
cial crisis, the automotive 
market remains depressed 
due to the continued lack of 
consumer credit,” the au- 
tomaker said in a state- 
ment. REUTERS 


Ontario to get 
more seats in 
Parliament 


POLITICS Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is giving 
Ontario an early holiday 
gift — greater representa- 
tion for the province in 
the House Of peepee 
Commons. I enoke 

Under ee 
Harper’s pre- CO MIM 
vious legisla- 
tion, which gy 
died on the 
order paper 
before the 
Oct. 14 feder- 
al election, EC 
B.C.would Dalton 
have gained = \\cG uinty 
seven seats, 
Alberta five and Ontario 
10 — less than half the 21 
it’s entitled to due to ris- 
ing population numbers. 

“IT spoke to him about 
that and I think we've ... 
fixed it,” Ontartio Premier 
Dalton McGuinty told re- 
porters yesterday. 
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Railway layoffs will cause safety problems: Union 
Canadian Pacific Railway’s unions yesterday blasted CPR’s plan to lay off 600 workers, saying the move to cut maintenance costs as freight traffic slows 
will create safety problems. Most of the cuts that take effect this week and next involve engineers, conductors and other operating personnel. REUTERS 


‘Bold measures’ 
will work, Bank 
of Canada says 


Bank of Canada governor 
Mark Carney said 
yesterday that 2009 would 
be difficult for many Cana- 
dians, but he cautioned 
against overplaying the 
“extreme scenario” of a 
possible collapse in house- 
hold incomes. 

“Partly as a con- 


to respond with bold meas- 
ures. These will work, al- 
though it will take time for 
confidence to return and 
for capital to flow once 
again.” 

The focus on the Canadi- 
an central bank was sharp- 
er yesterday after the U.S. 

Federal Reserve 


sequence of finan- B= ~]owered its bench- 
cial _—_ instability, “It willtake mark rate to near 
next year will be a time for zero on Tuesday. 
trying one for - The Bank of 
many Canadians,” confidence Canada has obvi- 
he said in a toreturn.” © ously studied non- 
speech. “While conventional 

the Canadian Mark Carney measures other 
household sector than rate cuts, 


remains relatively 
healthy, its resilience will 
be tested during the reces- 
sion.” 

But Carney said meas- 
ures taken in Canada and 
around the world were 
working their way through 
the system and would pull 
the economy out of the 
“full-blown financial cri- 
sis” it is in. 

“Policy-makers have had 


2009 Rio 


Carney said. The 
bank’s overnight target 
rate is at 1.5 per cent, so it 
still has a little room left 
for cuts. 

“We continue to do con- 
tingency plans at the 
bank,” he told a business 
audience in Toronto. 
“We’re very up to speed on 
scenarios ... but it’s prema- 
ture to talk about that.” 

REUTERS 
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Michael Williams, from left, Charles Williams, family friend Todd Tesolin, and neighbour Horst Ritschel pose for a photo on the 


front lawn of the Williams’ family home in Pickering, Ont. The Williams family has won Pickering’s “best decorated home” award 
three times for their Griswold-style display of lights and festive-season icons that cover their home and front lawn. 


Ignatieff meets with Charest, begins to woo Quebec 


New federal Liber- 
al Leader Michael Ignatieff 
is wasting no time in try- 
ing to re-establish relations 
with the provincial Liber- 
als as he prepares to win 
back the hearts and minds 
of Quebecers. 


Ignatieff called Premier 
Jean Charest the afternoon 
of the Quebec election last 
week to wish the provin- 
cial leader luck. That call 
came two days before Tory 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper called Charest. 


Then, yesterday, Ignati- 
eff travelled to Quebec City 
to pay a “courtesy visit” to 
Charest. They spoke about 
Charest’s demands from 
Ottawa and the budget 
that will be unveiled next 
month. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


News in brief 


An Alberta man has 
been sentenced to 30 days in 
jail for torturing his family’s 
dog in Ocober 2006. Daniel 
Haskett, now 21, pled guilty to 
causing unnecessary suffering 
to an animal and obstruction 
of justice. METRO CANADA 
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Oscar-winning Crash’s TV spinoff gets mixed reviews 
Four years after polarizing Americans with its take on racial bigotry and stereotypes, Oscar-winning movie Crash is enjoying life as a TV series that has divided 
critics. Crash the TV series comes from Canadian Paul Haggis. The 13-episode series has been found by some critics to lack the intensity of the movie. REUTERS 


Fake luxury for tough times 


If your hedge fund has collapsed and the bank foreclosed on your mansion 
because of the global recession, don’t worry, you can still toast the new 


year with caviar. Well, fake caviar. Waitrose supermarket chain in Britain is 
selling something it calls Arenkha MSC with a similar texture and taste to 
the much-prized sturgeon roe but at a fraction of the price. It says it 
combines “smoked herring with squid ink, lemon juice and spices.” REUTERS 


Cobblers claim credit for shoes 


Shoemakers seeking publicity after Bush incident in Iraq 


Across the Middle East, ri- 
val shoemakers have 
claimed it was they who 
created the footwear flung 
at U.S. President George 
W. Bush by an angry Iraqi 
and immortalized by TV 
cameras. 

For many, reporter 
Muntazer al-Zaidi is a hero 
for the attack on Bush, and 
some of the glory seems to 
have rubbed off on the 
shoes that almost connect- 
ed with the presidential 
head. 

Suggestions have been 


Hero’s reward? 


e An Egyptian man said yes- 
terday he was offering his 20- 
year-old daughter in mar- 
riage to Iraqi journalist 
Muntazer al-Zaidi, who threw 
his shoes at U.S. President 


made that they came from 
cobblers in China, Turkey 
or Lebanon. 

But yesterday, Zaidi’s 
brother dismissed such re- 
ports, saying they came 
from the Baghdad factory 


George W. Bush in Baghdad 
on Sunday. The man’s daugh- 
ter said she agreed with the 
proposal, declaring that it 
would “honour” her to marry 
Zaidi. 


of Iraqi shoemaker Alaa 
Haddad, viewed as among 
the country’s best. 

Turkish newspaper Yeni 
Safak reported Turkish 
businessman Ramazan 
Baydan had made the 


shoes and carried a front- 
page picture of the design, 
alongside the headline 
Made in Turkey. 

Baydan said he designed 
the style in 1999, and or- 
ders from Iraq had in- 
creased by 100 per cent 
since the Bush incident. 

The Lebanese newspaper 
as-Safir bore a front-page 
photo showing Zaidi dur- 
ing a visit to Beirut in No- 
vember with an accompa- 
nying headline: Did He Buy 
the Shoes in Beirut? 

REUTERS 


\ 


plant in the past two weeks in Cleveland, Ohio, yesterday. 


First U.S. patient undergoes face transplant 


SCIENCE Surgeons have re- 
placed 80 per cent of a 
woman’s face, transplanti- 
ng bone, teeth, muscle and 
nerve in the first such op- 


eration in the United 
States. 

They said the woman 
suffered severe trauma 


that cost her an eye, much 
of her nose and her upper 
jaw and left her unable to 
breathe, smell, taste or 
smile properly. 

Ohio’s Cleveland Clinic, 
which oversaw the opera- 


Maria Siemionow, standing at podium, talks to the media about the surgeons team that performed the first U.S. near-total face trans- 


“Our hopes are ... that she will be able to 


smile again.” 


tion, gave no details about 
the woman, how she was 
injured, or who the donor 
was. 

“We transferred the 
skin, all the facial muscles 
in the upper face and mid- 
face, the upper lip, all of 
the nose, most of the si- 
nuses around the nose, the 
upper jaw including the 


Francis Papay 


teeth, the facial nerve,” 
said Francis Papay, the 
chair of dermatology and 
plastic surgery at the clin- 
ic. “Our hopes are ... that 
she will be able to smile 
again.” 

Some controversy has 
surrounded the issue of 
face transplants, in part 
because face injuries are 


not seen as life-threaten- 
ing. But in this case, the 
doctors said, the patient 
had virtually no life be- 
cause of her injury. 

“We know that there are 
so many patients there in 
their homes where they 
are hiding from society be- 
cause ... they are afraid to 
go the the street,” said Dr. 
Maria Siemionow, director 
of plastic surgery research. 
“Our patient was called 
names and was humiliat- 
ed.” REUTERS 
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Relatives of Russian bus 
crash victims arrive in Israel 


FATALITIES Relatives of Russ- 
ian tourists injured in a 
bus crash arrived in Israel 
yesterday as officials pre- 
pared to fly the bodies of 
the 24 who died back to St. 
Petersburg. 

The 49 Russians, part of 
a group of tour operators, 
had been in Israel only a 
few hours on Tuesday for a 
training trip when their 
bus travelling from Ovda 
airport veered off a desert 
road near the Red Sea re- 
sort city of Eilat and 
plunged down a ravine. 

The bodies of the dead 
will be flown back to St. Pe- 
tersburg today, the Israeli 
Magen David Adom ambu- 
lance service said. 

Transport Minister Shaul 


Popular spot 


e Israel is a favourite desti- 
nation for Russian tourists. 
Some 230,000 Russians vis- 
ited the country in the first 
nine months of 2008, and 
the tourism ministry ex- 
pects the number to rise to 
400,000 in 2009. 


Mofaz said the crash oc- 
curred as the driver, who 
was injured but was being 
questioned by police, tried 
to overtake another bus. 
Police spokesman Micky 
Rosenfeld said the investi- 
gation was focusing on 
whether the bus driver lost 
control of his vehicle. 
REUTERS 


Arrested mob boss hangs 
himself in Italian prison 


SUICIDE A suspected Mafia 
boss arrested on Tuesday 
in a high-profile police 
swoop has hung himself in 
his prison cell, police 
sources said yesterday. 
Gaetano Lo Presti, who 
was already convicted of 
mob-related crimes prior 
to his latest arrest, was 
found dead late last night 
in Pagliarelli prison in the 
Sicilian capital of Palermo. 
He was one of the 99 peo- 
ple apprehended on Tues- 
day suspected of trying to 


rebuild the top ranks of 
the Sicilian Mafia, which 
has been weakened by the 
arrests of powerful mob 
leaders. 

About 1,200 police, 
backed by helicopters and 
anti-drug units, carried out 
the latest round of arrests. 
Lo Presti and the other sus- 
pects were accused of 
crimes including  extor- 
tion, trafficking of arms 
and drugs and _ having 
mafia links. 

REUTERS 


State court rejects effort to 
remove governor from post 


INVESTIGATION The Illinois 
Supreme Court yesterday 
denied a request that em- 
battled Gov. Rod Blagoje- 
vich be temporarily re- 
moved from office amid 
charges he tried to sell 
president-elect Barack Oba- 
ma’s old U.S. Senate seat. 
The ruling, issued with- 
out comment, came as 
Blagojevich began fighting 
efforts in the state legisla- 
ture to impeach him. 
Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan had asked the 
court to use a never-tested 
provision allowing the gov- 
ernor to be removed for 
disability, saying that the 


e Blagojevich yesterday 
went on with business as 
usual, telling reporters in 
Chicago that he is “dying” 
to tell his side of the story 
and would do so soon. 


charges against him placed 
him in that category. 

The Senate seat at the 
centre of the scandal re- 
mained unfilled, with 
Blagojevich holding the 
sole power to fill it but not 
acting in the face of suspi- 
cion that any choice would 
now be tainted. REUTERS 


News in brief 


GREECE Protesters hung ban- 
ners from the Acropolis in 
Greece yesterday and called for 
demonstrations across Europe 


in the 12th day of unrest since 
police shot dead a 15-year-old 
boy. 

REUTERS 
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Case of musical chairs 


Canada now a shadow of its former self on world stage 


Home&Abroad 


Andrew | = 
Cohen °*@! 


Canada & world insight 


rom Lawrence Can- 

non comes word 

that Canada is “ac- 

tively campaign- 

ing” for a seat on 
the United Nations Securi- 
ty Council beginning in 
2011. 

Cannon made the an- 
nouncement — if that is 
what it was — at a diplo- 
matic forum in Quebec 
City yesterday. Reuters 
treated it as news. For 
Canadians who fear their 
country has gone missing 
in the world, maybe it is. 

News? It’s news that we 
are “pursuing” a seat that 
we have held, once a 


decade, since the founding 
of the United Nations in 
1945? It’s news that we are 
mounting a campaign to 
assume our 
traditional 

role as one of 


This suggests a 
the 10 rotat- country without 


Ottawa is that Canada 
won’t have the votes in the 
General Assembly when 
the election is held in 
2010. 

Much has 
to do with a 
loss of sup- 


ing non-Pper- commitment, which Port in Africa, 
manent mem- . uae ‘ where we no 
bers of the simply Isn't serious longer have 
council? about the world the presence 

If : that’s anymore. in develop- 
news, it’s be- ment _assis- 
cause Cana- tance that we 


da’s stature has fallen so 
far that last spring Ottawa 
had considered not run- 
ning for a seat traditionally 
considered ours. If we were 
not going to win it, the 
government felt, why risk 
the embarrassment of los- 
ing? 

We are now a country 
that’s a shadow of its for- 
mer self in the world, 
which must labour mighti- 
ly to win a seat on the Se- 
curity Council. The fear in 


did. Indeed, some say that 
we have abandoned Africa. 

This time the two open 
seats may likely to go Por- 
tugal or to Germany, which 
has been mounting a well- 
organized campaign. 

Incidentally, Cannon is 
the Minister of Foreign Af 
fairs. You can be forgiven if 
you don’t know this be- 
cause it’s unlikely the 
world does, as well. 

This isn’t his fault; Can- 
non is intelligent, thought- 


ful and articulate in both 
official languages. The 
problem is Cannon is Cana- 
da’s fourth foreign minis- 
ter since the Conservatives 
took office in February 
2006. He has been preced- 
ed by Peter MacKay, 
Maxime Bernier and David 
Emerson. 

Changing ministers like 
changing shirts isn’t new; 
since Lester Pearson left 
the position in 1957, Cana- 
da has had a different for- 
eign minister about every 
two years. The terms are 
getting shorter. 

This suggests a country 
without commitment, 
which simply isn’t serious 
about the world anymore. 
And that’s why we are now 
chasing a seat on the Secu- 
rity Council, and why that 
is news in Canada. 


Andrew Cohen teaches journalism at 
Carleton University. He is the author of 
Extraordinary Canadians: Lester B. Pearson. 


Miews oo eee 
Getting better child care: It’s the policy, stupid 


Martha 
Friendly 


| eae) 

A new study of early child- 
hood education and care in 
25 countries ranked Canada 
in last place, tied with Ire- 
land, behind the U.S., Aus- 
tralia and Mexico. 

While other evidence has 
long shown Canada to be a 
laggard on child care, 
UNICEF's study — the first 
to use measurable out- 
comes — has motivated 
Canadians to ask, “Why are 
we doing so poorly?” The 
study offers a plain answer: 
“It’s the policy, stupid,” par- 
aphrasing former U.S. presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s cam- 
paign slogan. 

Two key developments 
drove the study. First, most 
children in affluent coun- 
tries now have mothers 


working outside the home; 
75 per cent of mothers of 
three- to five-year-olds are in 
the labour force in Canada. 

Second, abundant  re- 
search shows 
that young 
children — es- 


preschoolers 
and more vul- 


dren — bene- response. 
fit from good 
quality early 
childhood 
(ECEC). 
UNICEF observes that 
these developments con- 
verge: Access to good quali- 
ty not only enhances a 
child’s well-being and devel- 
opment with long-term so- 
cial and economic returns, 
but is also a key strategy for 
responding to immediate 
economic challenges such 
as parents’ access to em- 
ployment, reduction of de- 


education 


L_—LL==EE SSeS] 
It’s no wonder that 
pecially older UNICEF has called 
on Canada for a 


nerable chil- Public policy 


pendence on social pro- 
grams, strengthening local 
economies and job creation. 

The study bases its rank- 
ings on 10 benchmarks that 
build upon Ar- 
ticle 3 of the 
Convention 
on the Rights 
of the Child 
that states, 
“The best in- 
terests of the 
child shall be 
a primary con- 
sideration.” 

The rankings tell the pub- 
lic policy story. None of the 
six poorest ranking coun- 
tries has a national plan for 
ECEC. The six top countries 
met most of the bench- 
marks, including public fi- 
nancing of at least one per 
cent of GDP while the poor- 
est ranked countries met 
very few. The benchmark 
ratings show that public 
policy “in the best interests 


of children” means that a 
national policy and ade- 
quate financing are linked 
to good access to quality 
ECEC programs and go 
hand-in-hand with better 
parental leave, lower child 
poverty rates and better 
health indicators for young 
children. 

It's no wonder that 
UNICEF has called on Cana- 
da for a public policy re- 
sponse — “the federal gov- 
ernment must take the lead 
... With solutions presented 
to the public by July 2009.” 
A good beginning to this 
would be funds for child 
care in the January federal 
budget followed by develop- 
ment of a robust ECEC poli- 
cy framework that meets 
the needs of families and 
children. 

Canada should do no less. 


Martha Friendly is the executive director of 
the Childcare Resource and Research Unit. 


Automakers aren’t the only 
industry in need of aid 


Iam extremely saddened to 
see the amount of attention 
the automotive-industry 
bailout is getting in the me- 
dia. It is understandable 
that most people want to 
keep the many jobs being 
held down by those in 
southern Ontario, yet I 
rarely see the devastating 
news of layoffs and mill clo- 
sures in smaller communi- 
ties like Kenora, Ont., Dry- 
den, Ont., Thunder Bay, 
Ont., Terrace Bay, Ont., and 
Fort Frances, Ont., over the 
past few years 

For Dryden, a one-indus- 
try town, the continued 
cutting of staff and the per- 
manent shutdown of its pa- 
per machine this year 
leaves many wondering 
about the stability of the 
town. Many teenagers who 
leave to attend college and 
university never come back 
as there are few jobs to be 
had in their field. 

Yes, these towns are con- 
siderably smaller than the 
giant cities in southern On- 
tario, but deserve just as 
much attention by our gov- 
ernments and media than 
they have been receiving. 

Perhaps if more was done 
to create and keep the ex- 
isting jobs, many wouldn’t 


be forced to leave and go to 
other parts of the country 
to earn their living. 

VICKI WALCHUK, TORONTO 


Canadian Afghan troops 
deserve more credit 


It would be nice if our 
Canadian troops in 
Afghanistan got a little 
more credit for the hard 
and dangerous work they 
are doing. 

Since 9-11, it seems Cana- 
da is the only country that 
is taking the job seriously 
of repairing Afghanistan 
and rooting out the Taliban 
and al-Qaida. Yet despite 
our seven-year effort, no- 
body on the international 
stage seems to be giving 
Canadians any credit for 
our excellent job in anti-ter- 
rorism. 

Even with the RCMP pre- 
venting the Toronto 18 
from conducting its alleged 
terrorist plans, there seems 
be no credit from other na- 
tions on how we prevented 
a terrorist attack from hap- 
pening in the first place. 

I honestly think nations 
like the United States and 
Great Britain could learn a 
thing or two from Canadi- 
ans on how to handle ter- 
rorism. 

GEOFFREY DONOVAN STINES, 
TORONTO 


It’s your turn to tell others what you think. E-mail your thoughts and opinions to: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 


Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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‘Premature’ 


to consider 


U.S.-style policy: Carney 


ECONOMY Bank of Canada 
governor Mark Carney says 
it is “entirely premature” 
to talk about implement- 
ing in this country the 
kinds of unorthodox policy 
tools the Federal Reserve 
Board is preparing to wield 
after the U.S. central bank 
cut its key interest rate 
this week to virtually zero. 

Reiterating that Canada 
has entered a recession 
that will persist into next 
year, Carney admitted in a 
noon-hour speech that the 
bank does “contingency 
planning” and has looked 
at these issues “for 
decades.” 

But he also said Canada’s 
economy has “a number of 
fundamental strengths,” 
including a functioning 
and well-capitalized finan- 
cial system. While empha- 
sizing that 2009 will be “a 
trying year,” he suggested 
in his speech that there is a 
light at the end of the tun- 
nel, but said that central 
bankers and government 


“It is sometimes 
hard to see the end 
of the crisis, but 
end it will.” 

Mark Carney 


shouldn’t let down their 
guard. 

“Tt is sometimes hard to 
see the end of the crisis, 
but end it will,” Carney 
said, urging better early 
warning systems to 
detect future finan- 
cial crises before 
they happen. 

Last week, the 
Bank of Canada 
lowered its tar- 
get for the 
overnight rate 
by three-quar- 
ters of a per- 
centage point 
to 1.5 per cent, 
the lowest level 
in half a centu- 

Ty.  TORSTAR 
NEWS SERVICE 
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BUSINESS BUZZ 


Wood pellet plant meeting: 

Annapolis Digby Economic Devel- 
opment Agency has scheduled a 
second meeting to allow continued 
public participation in developing 
financing, organization and equip- 
ment options of a wood pellet plant 
in the region. For more informa- 
tion, visit annapolisdigby.com. 


Financing for immigrants: 

The provincial government says 
immigrants new to Nova Scotia can 
soon get down to business with the 
help of the new Immigrant Small 
Business Financing Program, which 
offers immigrants, who have lived 
in Nova Scotia less than five years, 
up to $150,000 to help start, expand 
or buy a small business. The pilot 
program will be available through 
credit unions across Nova Scotia. 


Killam acquires The James: 
Killam Properties Inc. announced 
yesterday it has acquired The James, 
a new 108-unit luxury apartment 
building in Halifax for a purchase 
price of $21.3-million. Construc- 
tion of the 10-storey building was 
completed in July of 2008. The 
James is located in Halifax’s South 
End with average rents of $1,379 
per month. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning 
by signing up for the 


Daily Business Buzz 
www.nsbj.ca 


RIM’s quarterly report an economic indicator? 
Investors are keeping a close eye on Research in Motion’s outlook for signs the economy is worsening when it reports its quar- 
terly results today. Analysts worry that companies could delay BlackBerry upgrades as they clamp down on costs. REUTERS 
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‘Critical’ flaw in Internet 
Explorer exposes 1.5M users 


More than 1.5 million 
computer users around 
the globe may have been 
exposed to harmful 
software or viruses 
because of a “criti- 

cal” security 

flaw 

in 


Microsoft Corp.'s Internet 
Explorer, the most widely 
used web browser in the 
world. 
The software giant yes- 
terday took the un- 
usual step 
of re- 


“Best. Present. Ever.” 


Xbox 360 Pro 


per month for 36 months* with Aliant High-Speed 


here. for you.” 


Oil firms feel squeeze 
as prices keep sliding 


ECONOMY Producing heavy 
oil, much of which comes 
from the big oilsands de- 
posits of northern Alberta, 
is a tough business and it’s 
getting tougher. 

The tar-like crude trades 
at a discount to lighter va- 
rieties. That wasn’t a prob- 
lem in July, when bench- 
mark oil prices climbed 
above $147 US a barrel, but 
after prices slid by more 
than $100 US a barrel in 
the months that followed, 
some heavy oil producers 
are beginning to feel 
squeezed. 

On Monday, small pro- 
ducer Connacher Oil and 
Gas Ltd. said it would re- 
strict production of bitu- 
men, a form of heavy oil, 
at its Great Divide thermal 
project in the oil sands to 


5,000 barrels a day (bpd) 
from 9,000. 

“Should oil prices con- 
tinue to trade in the $40 to 
$50 range and differentials 
remain wide, then we will 
start to see more compa- 
nies make a hard deci- 
sion,” said Menno Hulshof, 
an analyst at Dundee Secu- 


tities. “I think it’s in- 
evitable.” 
Connacher said _ that 


prices are so low, it can no 
longer cover its costs and is 
unwilling to keep pump- 
ing out its reserves at a 
loss. Thermal operations 
such as Connacher’s Great 
Divide project, in which 
steam is pumped into the 
ground to liquefy bitumen, 
are expensive to run with 
smaller firms more likely 
to make cuts. REUTERS 
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BCE suing 
would-be 
buyers for fee 


LEGAL Telecom giant BCE 
Inc. has sued its would-be 
buyers in a failed $34.8-bil- 
lion takeover agreement 
over the collapsed deal’s 
$1.2 billion breakup fee. 

According to a court 
document filed in the 
province of Quebec and 
posted on BCE’s website, 
the company says it’s enti- 
tled to the money from 
the buyers — a group of 
private-equity firms led by 
the Ontario Teachers’ Pen- 
sion Plan. The buyers have 
said neither side is owed a 
break fee as a re-sult of the 
deal’s collapse. 

In its lawsuit, BCE asks 
the Superior Court that 
Teachers pay about $704 
million of the total. 

REUTERS 


leasing an unscheduled up- 
date, or patch, to protect 
customers using all sup- 
ported versions of the soft- 
ware. 

“This is a severe vulnera- 
bility,” said Ben Green- 
baum, a senior research 
manager for Symantec Se- 
curity Response, which 
sells anti-virus software. 

He added that Syman- 

tec’s research showed a 

“significant” increase 

in hacker attacks 

over the past several 

days that aimed to 

exploit the flaw — 

a trend that like- 

ly pressured Mi- 

crosoft to put a 

rush on its up- 
date. 

TORSTAR NEWS 
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The security flaw 


How malware works 


e Unwitting Internet 
surfers can put their ma- 
chines at risk by viewing a 
Web page that has been 
loaded with malicious 
software, or malware. 
That includes sites that 
have been created to host 
the harmful software, or 
legitimate sites that have 
been compromised by 
hackers. The malware is 
then downloaded 
without the users’ knowl- 
edge, making it possible 
for hackers to control the 
machines remotely and 
use them to send out 
spam or distribute more 
malware. 


Business in brief 


MARKETS The Toronto 
Stock Exchange and the 
small-cap TSX Venture 
Exchange are expected to re- 
open today after a system fault 
linked to data feeds shut down 
both markets for 
the whole session 
yesterday. It’s the 
longest forced out- 
age since 1997. 


OIL Oil prices dropped three 
per cent yesterday after OPEC 
announced a record supply cut 
that dealers said may fail to off- 
set slumping world energy de- 
mand. Eager to push the price 
of oil back up, OPEC said it will 
cut 2.2 million barrels per day 
starting Jan. 1, the biggest sin- 
gle reduction on record. 
REUTERS 
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Ukraine Consumers struggling 


A pregnant woman begs for money in central Kiev yesterday. 


Ukrainian consumers could default on 60 per cent of their debt 
obligations with a hryvnia currency rate of nine to the dollar, 
an aide to President Viktor Yushchenko said yesterday. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEPHANIE BOMBA, STEPHANIE.BOMBA@METRONEWS.CA 
DAN 


ee 
For the love Hot holiday Jingle bell Fun and Help them F 
of pets toys for himn rock ‘n’ roll educational Bet active 
Visit: tinipuppini.com Visit: bakugan.com Visit: cbc.ca/kids Visit: beezibeez.com Visit: m2universe.com 
“Toffee” Tini Puppini doll, Bakugan Battle Brawlers, Mamma Yamma and This spelling game, Kids can play Me2, $36.95, 
$34.99, by Spin Master. At $5.49-$24.99. At Wal-Mart, Friends CD, $19.99 at $29.99, is available at once they earn points 
Wal-Mart, Toys RUs, more. Toys R Us, and more. chapters-indigo.ca. barnesandnoble.com. through physical activity. 
LESS LSE LSS] 
Rockin’ Monkeying Make Fora Artistic | 
and rollin aroun music good cause expression 
Visit: winners.ca Phone: 1-888-633-5833 Visit: toyexpress.ca Visit: ikea.ca Visit: stampinup.com 
This plush rocking giraffe, Visit: GrassrootsStore.com Amazing Animals Spinnin’ Soft toys, from $2.99-$14.99 Stampin’ Kids Tattoo Kits, Se ul 
$59.99, is available at Win- Organic cotton-stuffed Around Musical Zoo by ($1.58 goes to Unicef and $16.50 each. Includes six i Z 
ners stores across Canada. monkeys, $29.99. Fisher-Price, $60. Save the Children). individual designs. : 
e a we = 
Make your gift giving 
Happy 
iam €6=©more personal 


Grandma . ‘ 
and Create your own giftcard 


Grandpa é - . 
online in 3 simple steps! 


a f wPrry aaa Sears we mes en 
; Uploa A Order 
a i Image Text Card 


Available instore, online at www.sears.ca/giftcard or by phone at 1 800 267 3277 Sears 


*$2.99 fee applies and includes shipping to anywhere in Canada. Only redeemable in Canada. 


Gift card 


metro 2 7 Nl metronews.ca ' Thursday, December 18, 2008 
\ For the stylista 


ee 
14 iS) MaryJane pumps, $29, by Joe Fresh Style. 


er For more, go to joe.ca . METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Tool time 


BLACKS. .- | 
DECKER | 


hi Hammer Set ‘em 
Smart ol ki time straight 


Visit: blackanddecker.com Visit: homedepot.ca Visit: dewalt.com Phone: 1-800-567-7705 Visit: utrdecorating.com 
This Smart Select Jigsaw, Ryobi 4-Piece Lithium-ion | DeWalt Cordless Job Site Visit: bostitch.com Hang & Level, $19.99. 
$44.99, featuresarange of Power Tool Kit, $169. Radio, $198. At Home De- Bostitch Graphite Mallet, Available at home-based 
settings. Includes Hybrid Saw. pot, home-based retailers. $55.99. retailers across Canada. 


ULTIMATE PORTABILIT 
TOSHIBA Netbook NB100 


Intel Atom Processor 1.6Ghz 
8.9-inch Bright LCD 

1GB RAM, 120GB HDD, WiFi 
Bluetooth, Built-in Webcam 


Under 2.0Lbs 
Windows XP Home Edition $479 


TOSHIBA 


USED DESKTOP SPEC 


i DESKTOP 


* Intel P4 2.8Ghz Se 


¢512Mb Ram 

‘ovo Rom 
¢ DVD-Rom 

¢ Windows XP Professional $1 49 


Pa 


WD Caviar Green drives 1280 x 1024 Display 
use less power and 700:1 Contrast 


support quieter, cooler- 
running desktop PCs and : Flat Panel LCD TFT 
3 years warranty! 


external storage devices. 


$149 $149 


WE SPEAK PLAIN ENGLISH, TECHNO BABBLE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST! 


Discount does not apply to gift cards, special orders, team sales or layaways. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. 
i H H i 50 Akerley Bivd. 2760 Robie Street 515 Kennedy Drive 16 Stavanger Dr. 103 S. Albion St. 
Spring Garden Bayers Lake Colby Village Sackville Burnside Garena iaaitiae, gece Short is 


420-1 649 450-5353 434-0022 865-71 83 468-3838 468.PCDR (7237) 455.HELP (4357) eco.ponn (7237) 579.PCDR (7237) 660.PCDR (7237) 


The best gifts come in 
the smallest packages! 


WDerpristmas 


Give the Zellers Gift Card... 
Ite the Gift Card 
with endless possibilities! 


Visit wuuw.zellers.com 
for more great Gift Cards. 


Gift Cardsar 
The=Bay; Zellers 
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Tinseltown treats 


Hostess gift 
Ceramic Slush Happens Snowman Mug, $9.99 each. 
, y y Available at Hallmark, hallmark.com. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


gto 


rs 


= re al massage | thera rehabilitation Sweet 
Park Lane Mall ican: Retreat 
Si he c 3 7 Julie Kells BSc.Kin., R.M.T. & Associates 


bemassagetherapy.com 4224512 YMCA 1565 South Park St. 


Consisting of nine city blocks, Spring Garden area has over 200 retail shops, most 
independently owned, served by ample convenient parking. This charming vibrant area 
is a Shopper's paradise: brand name fashions, Nova Scotian giftware and hair salons 
rub shoulders with excellent restaurants, coffee houses and bars. 

Visit one of our shops to find that perfect gift today! Free Parking at merchant’s lots 
andParklane from Noon on. 


Photo: Keith Cossey 
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For at-home spa treatments 
Get her this Sanctuary Spa Creme Souffle, $16.99 for 475 mL. Available at Rexall Pharma } 
Plus and Raulston’s, and at select Loblaws Zehrs and Fortinos. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


LESSEE] —E———SS SS ——E———— a 
Tied up Tast Comfort For the 
in knots tea treats and joy stylista 


Visit: mO851.com Visit: languageoftheleaf.com Phone: 1-800-363-8737 Visit: frenchconnection.com 


Twin pocket knot bag in Bombay Chai tea in Visit: tilley.com Ladies watch, $198, and 
aubergine, $400. Available elegant white tin, $10.99. Tilley’s Travel Jersey Wrap, _ ladies vest, $39.99, both by 
at m0851’s online store. More under “Gifts” on site. $79.Alsoinblackandred. French Connection. 


ere) SESS SEES) ee | 
Dazzle Goody For the Help keep 
#5 | her for her supermama her safe 
Visit: bananarepublic.ca Visit: food, drug and mass Visit: mamamio.com Phone: 1-800-663-8613 
Bib necklace, $98. market retailers Mama Mio SuperMama Visit: wintertrax.ca 
Available at Banana The Goody Luxe collection Kit, $85. Available Avoid falling on ice with 


Republic. ranges from $4.49-$8.99. exclusively at The Bay. Wintertrax, $19.99. 


"Great Gifts for the reas . 


| SPRING GARDEN ! . 
SHOPS - BOUTIQUES “1 PININ co | : Wake Sue 


For the latest | Vnlgkeial 
IN Moliday | 3 ars cero 
; favourite | 
| store, 


PO SOO 


Splurge, Park Lane Mall x 
5657 Spring Garden Road : ff th h 
902.420.9530 af 0 6 Nanger 
fashionable affordable unique 
902.406.4000 1551 South Park St. 


aptunnre the best o 4 
edebration with the efi SXOOUEID - 


“ ©10.0 Mp, 5X Wide Angle Zoom cre 
¢ New HD movie recording ° Paci Image Stabilizati on 


ace Detection & Auto Red Eye ° 2 Year Warranty 


$279.99 with free 2 Gig SD card 


- - Regular Price $299 - - 


Atlantic Photo Supply 5505 Spring Garden Road, (902) Pars. 


Boa. 5 euireeaie www.atlanticphotosupply.com 


metro 
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Get festive! 
Quo Holiday Emery Boards, $1.99 each at Shoppers Drug Mart. 
Go to shoppersdrugmart.ca for more. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Top gifts for every techie 


RICK McGINNIS 
rick.mcginnis@metronews.ca 


CELLPHONES: Apple 
iPhone 3G 

($199 with a three- 
year contract) 


LG Vu 
($79.99 with a three- 
year Rogers contract) 


Blackberry Bold 


($299 with a three- Nokia 5310 ==, your phone, depending elegant operating 
year Rogers contract) XpressMusic ] Siew) on how much you're will- system, but it has 
($19.99 with a JBETTE eval ing to spend on service the advantage of 
Samsung Jack Merlot three-year |e a plans. One thing’s for working well with 
($24.99 with a three- Rogers sure, though: it’s almost your computer, and 
year Rogers contract) contract) impossible to find one the comfort level of 
mg that won’t take pic- putting every- 
Nokia E71 There’s an almost tures or play music. m thing in the | 
($99 with athree-year endless range of At the top of every- |} same place | 
Rogers contract) cellphones on the one’s wish list is the § : even when / 
market these iPhone — the most AiR SS) you change | 
Motorola Rokr days, and an addictive phone ever Sim phones. 
$49 with a three-year equally endless number of to hit the market, 7 Nokia’s 
ogers contract) things you can do with thanks to its wildy -——=s slick, solid 


unicef 


If you're going to shop anyway, make it count. 


responsive touch 
screen and the wild 
selection of software 
available through 
iTunes’ app store. 
Never mind that if you 
use the phone as much as 
it wants you to, you have 


thing every night ¢ 
— it’s a computer 
even more than a 
cellphone. 1 
LG’s Vu is a sort 
of iPhone lite — a 
similarly sleek 
touch screen phone | 
with an icon-based | 
interface. 
An especially nice 
touch is the shutter 
for the camera — placed 
on the side, roughly 
where you’d expect to 
find it on a real cam- || 
era. 
The Blackberry 
Bold is among the /fj 
widest on the mar- 


to recharge the oo 
a < 


UNICEF cards and gifts are available right in your neighbourhood. Shop today and make 
areal difference in the lives of children with the things you buy. 


Shop for Cards & Gifts at UNICEF Kiosks: Micmac Mall — 21 Micmac Blvd., Dartmouth 
(Call 902 422-6000 for selling hours) 


Shop for Cards at these retailers: 


Piertinports = «= Sobeys ee Say 


(Selected locations) (Selected locations) 


Shop online at shopunicef.ca or by phone at 1 888 777-0380. 


Give the ultimate 
gift of music this season - 
music lessons! 

Call for details. 


ket, a boon for text | pe 
and e-mail fiends | Bie 
with big thumbs. : 

Like the iPhone, 
the Bold has a full 
range of features, but it’s 
all work, and little play — 
the way it requires that 
you go two clicks into the 
menu to turn on the key- 
pad lock is an example of 
the rigorous relationship 
Blackberry users have with 
their phones. 

The Samsung Jack is an- 
other handful of a phone, 
running Windows Mobile 
with a full QWERTY key- 
board. 

Mobile isn’t a supremely 


Where the 
Music Begins 


E71 is the nar- 

rowest of the trio, 

and might prove a bit 

#7 awkward for bulky 
digits. 

It also uses Nokia’s own 
OS, which takes some time 
to get comfy with. 

The Motorola Rokr is a 
pretty phone, and im- 
pressively built, with a 
nice haptic touch inter- 
face - essential for a 
sleek § candybar 
phone with no 
buttons. 

The soft- 
ware and & 
the small 
screen make it 
the least user-friendly 
of the bunch, however. 

But rumour has it the 
company is active- 
ly working to over- 
come this failing. 

Finally, Nokia’s 
5310 is a small but 
handy phone if you 
eschew text and e- 
mail but want to 
leave your mp3 play- 
er at home. 

You’re going to 
need a 4GB MicroSD card 
to make that work, al- 
though the phone’s nomi- 
nal cost makes that more 
than affordable. 


MINI COMPUTERS: 
Toshiba Portege R600 
($3,299) 


Dell Mini 9 
($349) 


The day of the monster 


laptop is ending, with the 


This Holiday Season. 


Long & McQuade - 
Serving Canada 
since 1956 with 
41 stores across 

the country. 


MAUSICSTOP 


A Division of Long & McQuade Musical Instruments 
DOWNLOAD THE SALE FLYER AT WWW.LONG-MCQUADE.COM DARTMOUTH: 496.6996 


HALIFAX: 


BEDFORD: 


496.6900 
496.6960 


Tama 


Toxt 


Clock 


of the 


larger members 
species taking up perma- 
nent residence in homes as 


“desktop replacements,” 
while lighter, nimbler run- 
about models are taking 
advantage of the era of 
USB keys and net storage 
and losing their disc 
drives. 
On the high end is 
Toshiba’s R600, a sort 
of AirBook for 
the PC world. 
~ A fully 
Mp» fea- 
== tured 

Vista ma- 
chine, it 
slims down 
both weight 
and battery 
consumption thanks to a 
128GB solid state hard 
drive, but still manages to 
include a DVD disc drive. 
There’s an eSATA port and 
two USB slots for outboard 
memory storage, and a fin- 
gerprint reader for para- 
noid types. 

Dell’s Mini 9 is the 
chunkiest of the mini note- 
books at 2.28 pounds, and 
runs XP on an Intel Atom 
chip on a 16GB solid state 
drive, though an Ubuntu 
Linux version is available 
with a 32GB SSD. 


Thursday, December 18, 2008 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Organic Vanilla Reve solid perfume, $20, by the Cream Perfume 


Company. Available at health stores across Canada. METRO NEWS SERVICES © 
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For the readers ... 


BRIAN COULTON 
for Metro Canada 


This holiday season, travel 
to northern Ontario, India, 
into history and through 
the minds of the world’s 
greatest achievers by stuff- 
ing one of these four 
books in the stocking of 
the book lover in your life. 


Malcolm Gladwell 
H.B Fenn 
& Company Ltd. 
$30.99 (hardcover) 


THE CANADIAN-RAISED 
author of The Tipping Point 
and Blink and staffer at The 
New Yorker examines the 
grounds for greatness in 
Outliers: The 
Story of Suc- 
cess. In Out- 
liers, Gladwell 
begs to relate 
why certain 
people are so 
much more 
successful 
than the social norm. While 
considering factors like cul- 
ture, birth year, geographic 
origin and social status, 
Gladwell identifies real ex- 
amples to unlock the se- 
crets to success. Among the 
cases examined, he probes 
what Mozart, The Beatles 
and Bill Gates share that 
made them successful, and 
the historical reason why 
Asian kids perform so much 
better in mathematics than 
other children. 


) 
Outliers 
@ 


ru SroRy of S 


MarcoiM 
GLADWELL 


Scott Plagenhoef 
and Ryan Schreiber 
Simon & Schuster 
Canada 
$18.99 (paperback) 


FROM DAVID BOWIE’S 
pared down, post-Ziggy 


tune Heroes, through 
Bjork’s Homogenic homage 
to Iceland, Jo- 

ga, to Beirut’s 
Balkan love 
ballad Post- 
cards from 
Italy, The 
Pitchfork 
500 picks § 
the top 
songs “from punk to 

the present” perfect for the 
music snob in your life. As- 
sembled by six editors and 
38 contributors, and divid- 
ed by year segments, The 
Pitchfork 500 provides the 
genre-spanning back-stories 
to some of music’s greatest 
songs and artists. Inter- 
spersed with niche genre 
capsules like “Grindcore: 
Ten Skatepunk Greats” and 
“Bootybass”, the compre- 
hensive guide contains a eu- 
phonically assorted selec- 
tion that will both entertain 
and educate even the elitist 
of audiophiles. 


Vikas Swarup 
Harper Perennial 
$17.95 (paperback) 


WHEN AN UNLIKELY, une- 
ducated young man from 
the slums of Mumbai walks 
away with the top prize on 
ante-upped game show 


Who Will Win a Billion?, 
there’s cer- 


tain suspi- 
cion his 
talent for 
trivia 
must be §£ 
the result | 
of cheat- 
ing. But 
18-year- 
old waiter 
Ram Mohammad Thomas 
insists he just knew the an- 
swers. In Slumdog Million- 
aire (originally published as 
Q&A), Thomas animatedly 


relives his past to convince 
a lawyer just how a teen 
that never read a newspa- 
per went from slumdog to 
stinking rich. Sparkling and 
smart, Slumdog Millionaire 
bridges class and virtue in a 
touching, modern image of 
India. The book was adapt- 
ed to film this year by 
Trainspotting director Dan- 
ny Boyle and won the Peo- 
ple’s Choice Award at the 
Toronto International Film 
Festival. 


Joseph Boyden 
Viking Canada 
$34 (hardcover) 
MEET WILL BIRD. He’s the 
Cree native bush pilot 
who’s found himself in a co- 
ma_ after 
drunkenly | ° 
crashing | 
his plane. 
Meet An- 
nie Bird. 


JOSEPH BoYnEN 


Shes | THROUEH| 
Will's BLACR” 
niece SPRUCE 
who is : 


consumed by locat- 

ing her supermodel sister 
Suzanne. While Will’s expe- 
riences reflect an archaic 
Aboriginal way of life, An- 
nie’s speak to the modern 
state of native Canada. Like 
their generations, Annie 
and Will’s stories seem like 
they’re a world apart. But 
in Through Black Spruce, 
Joseph Boyden explores just 
how similar each charac- 
ter’s quest to find his own 
identity is. Like two tales 
in one, 2008 Scotiabank 
Giller Prize winner 
Through Black Spruce 
contrasts Annie’s desolate 
voyage to North Ameri- 
can fashion capitals with 
Will’s tempestuous past 
in finding the common 
bond of family. 


Lionel Classic Model Trains 
to bring back memories 


Available at Maritime Hobbies & Crafts 
Your local Lionel Trains Dealer 


Stop in and see our selection. 


Our friendly and knowledgeable 
staff is ready to help. 


STORE HOURS 
Mon. to Sat. 9:30 to 6:00 


1521 Grafton St., Halifax 423-8870 


MARITIME 
HOBBIES 
& CRAFTS 


Est. 1946 


LTD. 


www.maritimehobbies.com 


IN 
‘Ge * 
e_ 


A 


i 


3 0) Off all 

in StOCK 
~ BLACKS DECKER. 
AND 


9 | eae 
in stock 


Prvetes «sOGLTA porrerstnsie’ 


MACHINERY 


Sale on Dec. 15" - Dec. 20% 


DEWALT PORTER+(ABLE) AOE LTA 


INDUSTRIAL POWER TOOL REPAIR 


453-5090 | BURNSIDE INDUSTRIAL PARK, 100 ILSLEY AVENUE 


-beaners” 


fun cuts for kids ® 


Where kids can be kids... 
and parents can take a load off! 


902 431 5221 * www.beanersfuncuts.com 
28 Logiealmond Close, Dartmouth Crossing 


“here possibilities begin with your imagination” 


aa 


902 422 1413 ¢ www.thebeadpod.com 
30 Logiealmond Close, Dartmouth Crossing 


draws 


of Ghristmas, 


Visit Scotia Square Mall and Barrington Place Shops and 
fill out a ballot between November 17 and December 22 
for your chance to Win! Each prize consists of a $50 Mall 


Gift Certificate, 


and 


in your name towards FEED NOVA SCOTIA. 


scotia S™ square 
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Stocking stuffer 


This Christmas Kisses bar, $6.95, is available at Lush locations 
across Canada. For more, go to lush.ca. METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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Books for young minds 


BRIAN COULTON 
for Metro Canada 


Fantastic quests, repulsive 
pests and a wizard’s digest 
fill the pages of the books 
Metro recommends for 
kids this holiday season. 
Suited for children aged 
nine to 12, finding these 
tales under the tree will 
surely excite young read- 
ers on Christmas morning. 


The Tales of 
Beedle the Bard 


Author: J.K. Rowling 
Publisher: Penguin Canada 
Price: $14.50 (hardcover) 


ONE YEAR AGO, J.K. Rowl- 
ing auctioned off just seven 
handmade, self-illustrated 
copies of The Tales of Bee- 
dle the Bard, her quintet of 
short — chil- 

dren’s _ sto- 
ries. But this 
holiday sea- 


son sees |. 
Rowling fi- | 
nally = re- 
lease the | @ 


stories for 
mass publication. The 
Tales extend on the Harry 
Potter-mania that shot 
Rowling to fame, offering a 
selection that acts to set up 
the final Potter publica- 
tion, Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows. Plus, 
added to the author’s dark- 
ly imaginative writing is 
generous commentary by 
Albus Dumbledoor that 
gives readers even deeper 
context to a collection of 
texts within a text. 


The Search for 
Vile Things: Vol. 1 


Author: Jane Hammerslough 
Publisher: Scholastic Canada 
Price: $13.99 (hardcover) 


FROM THE GROSS to the 
gripping, the first volume 
of The Search for Vile 


plores na- 
®) ture’s oddi- 
| ties from 
j the East In- 
| des. Guide 
Ephemera 
Churlyshe, 

her employee 
Tode and relatives Maldred, 
Wee Nettle and Rune navi- 
gate the landscape, discov- 
ering animals, natural dis- 
asters and human tenden- 
cies. Take the plunge to 
find the sea apple, an un- 
derwater creature that 
shoots poisonous strings 
from its behind to kill ene- 
mies. Or smell the corpse 
flower, an eight-foot, four- 
inch plant covered in in- 
sects that reeks of rotting 
meat. And, before you 
leave, be sure to try the 
stinkbug — it may smell 
bad, but it’s edible and 
tastes smoky when roasted. 


Timothy and 
the Dragon’s s Gate 


Author: Adrienne Kress 
Publisher: Scholastic Canada 
Price: $16.95 (hardcover) 


USE YOUR BOOKSTORE 
gift cards to pick up the lat- 
est in the magical chil- 
dren’s series by Toronton- 
ian Adrienne Kress when it 
hits stores 
} on Jan. 13. 
j Her novel 
follows 
Timothy, a 
problem 
child who’s 
just been 
kicked out 
city’s last 
school. But his biggest 
problem lies in Mr. Shen — 
an employee in the mail- 
room at his father’s work. 
Mr. Shen holds a secret: 
he’s really a dragon, con- 
demned to a human’s body 
until he traverses a Drag- 
on’s Gate at a year of the 
dragon festival. Timothy 


of the 


must protect Mr. Shen as 
dragon from a host of vil- 
lainous characters and, 
with newfound friend Alex, 
conquer adversary sea com- 
mander the Man in the 
Beige Linen Suit. 


Frost Bites 

Author: Charles Ogden 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
Canada 

Price: $11.50 (hardcover) 


THE NEWEST TALE in the 
illustrated Edgar and Ellen 
Nodyssey series is Frost 
Bites, a topical tale follow- 
ing the title _ 
twin siblings | 
as they travel 
from home | 
for the first F 
time, just to £ 
find them- 
selves skiing 
down their 
typically slippery slope 

of misbehaviour. In pursuit 
of their archenemy Steph- 
anie Knightleigh, the two- 
some departs their native 
Nod’s Limbs for the chilly 
village Frosthaven. But 
when they arrive, they 
can’t help but reminisce 
about home. The people 
and customs they en- 
counter are strangely fa- 
miliar because they remind 
them so pointedly of where 
Edgar and Ellen came 
from. But to find out why 
it’s so similar, the pair 
must venture to unfriendly 
Gléggenheim where trou- 
ble is standing between 
them and their answer. 


Next week’s lineup 


SHORT ON TIME? If you haven't 
started your shopping yet, pick 
up Metro on Dec. 24 for a 
roundup of the best in last- 
minute gift ideas. 


shopping days — includ- 
] ing today! — remain be- 


fore Christmas. 


Open Mon to Sat 10.00 am to 6.00pm ... 


Visit our online store: 
www.mapsandmore.ca 
info@mapsandmore.ca 


mapsco.more 


The Travel Store 


SM EINTAINTGE 
Ani i 


& BEFORE 
You DIF 


*\ at Summit Place on Halifax’s waterfront. 


1601 Lower Water Street 
Halifax, NS B3J 3P6 
Phone: (902) 422-7106 
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American tennis star Lindsay Davenport is withdrawing from the Australian Open because she is pregnant with her second child. 


The former No. 1-ranked woman gave birth to a son, Jagger, in June 2007. Davenport hasn't played since the U.S. Open in August of this year. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SPORTS@METRONEWS.CA 


Raptors blow another one 
12 of the last 14 in the se- 


ries. Dallas has won four 
of five games at Air Cana- 
da Centre. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


time in 24 games Toronto 
has been beaten on the 
boards. Toronto and Dal- 
las split a pair of meetings 
last season, but the Mav- 
ericks have won 

nine of 10 

and 
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Dirk Nowitzki scored 27 
points, grabbed 10 
rebounds and doled out 
four assists to lead the 
Dallas Mavericks in a 96- 
86 victory over the Toron- 


Jason Terry celebrates after 
beating the Raptors. 


“Sweeeeeeet!” 


Raptors blew 


2008: Senators’ 
annus horriblis 


uffice it to say, 
there probably isn’t 
a hockey team in 
the world that’s as 
eager to close the 
book on 2008 more than 
your Ottawa Senators. 
And there probably isn’t 
a team in the NHL that 
needs to take a more se- 
rious look at itself and 
do something to 


to Raptors last night. what was a 13- change a baffling 
Jason Terry notched sea- point lead at pattern of under- 
son-highs with 27 points one point. ; C achievement. 
and sieht assists for the The Raptors Al lant H | gh “5 peed To be blunt, it 
Mavs, who are 5-1 over jumped out has been an an- 
their last six road games. to a 33-21 nus horriblis 
Josh Howard totaled 20 lead after the for the 
points in the win, Dallas’ _ first quarter Senators. Talk 
seventh in nine contests and were up about The Year 
overall. 49-44 at the of Playing 
Jermaine O’Neal poured half. Dallas per month for 12 months* Lousily. 
in a team-high 19 points outrebound- With a 4-1 loss 
for the Raptors, who have _ ed the Rap- to the lowly 
lost three straight and tors, 47- Atlanta Thrashers 
eight of 10. . 37, the BON US! — can they be con- 
Boos cascaded down 20th Free H igh -Speed Ultra upgrade sidered lowly if 


from Toronto fans as the 


when you add High-Speed 
to a Value Package. 


Tiger aiming for . 
Masters return ( 


Tiger Woods has no 
idea when he will return 
to competitive golf next 
year, despite being ahead 
of schedule in his recovery 
from reconstructive knee 
surgery. 

The world No. 1 has been 
sidelined since winning the 
U.S. Open in June. Ideally, 
he would like to play in at 
least a warmup event 
before the Masters in April. 

“T’ve just been training 
and trying to get back, try- 
ing to get healthy enough 
to compete next year,” 
Woods told a news confer- 
ence. REUTERS 


Canada drops to 
goth in FIFA list 


European champi- 
ons Spain were unsurpris- 
ingly recognized as the 
top-ranked team of the 
year yesterday after 
winning every match they 
played in 2008. The publi- 
cation of FIFA’s December 
rankings saw Spain stretch 
its lead at the top over sec- 
ond-placed Germany, the 
team they beat to win the 
Euro 2008 final in June. 

Canada dropped to 90th, 
down 35 spots from the 
55th they were ranked a 
year ago. 


*See ad later in this publication 
for conditions and details. 
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aliant.net | 1-866-425-4268 | Your nearest Aliant dealer 


Members of the Vancouver Canucks wear the jersey of former captain Trevor Linden before his 
number retirement ceremony last night. For a recap, visit www.metronews.ca/sports. 


REUTERS 


Aliant 2 


they’re only one place 
and three points 
behind? — Tuesday 

night, the Senators guar- 
anteed they 
will have a sub- 
.500 record for 
the calendar 
year of 2008. 

Even if they 
were to run the 
table for their 
final six games 
of the year, they 
would still find 
themselves one game un- 
der .500 in a league where 
.500 has become a joke be- 
cause of the points teams 
get for losing in overtime 
and the shootout. 

The loss to Atlanta gave 
the Senators a 28-35-10 
regular-season record for 
2008, one that falls to 28- 
39-10 mark if you include 
the first-round playoff 
sweep at the hands of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 


The News 


thehockeynews.com 


So, to review, the Sena- 
tors have won just 28 ofa 
possible 77 games in 2008, 
a year that started with so 
much promise and promis- 
es to end with so much de- 
spair. So what are the Sen- 
ators to do? Are they at the 
point where they blow up 
this team and start anew? 
Do they become sellers as 
the trade deadline 
approaches and hope to 
get a boatload of young 
players and prospects/draft 
picks in exchange for 
Jason Spezza? 

Or do they continue to 
show faith in this group of 
players and management 
team, confident that this 
group is far better than its 
record indicates and hope- 
ful it has what it take to 
turn the situation around? 

Well, doing the last one 
hasn’t exactly worked 
wonders for the Senators 
in 2008. 

And there’s very little ev- 
idence based on the past 
12 months to suggest the 
team is miraculously going 
to morph into a redux of 
the 2007 team that went to 
the Stanley Cup final. 

That leaves the major 
change route. It remains to 
be seen whether the Sena- 
tors will employ it, but it 
should make for an inter- 
pan 2009. 


sy 


The Pittsburgh Penguins 
announced on Wednesday that 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury 
will start tonight against the 
Thrashers in Atlanta. Fleury 
had been sidelined with an 
undisclosed injury since Nov. 
15, but returned to the club as 
the backup to Dany Sabourin 
last Saturday for the Pens’ 6-3 
loss in Philadelphia. 


The Los Angeles Dodgers 
have reportedly won the bid- 


ding war to keep shortstop 
Rafael Furcal. The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution reports Furcal 
reached an agreement with 
the Dodgers yesterday, just 
two days after he apparently 
had an accord with the Braves. 
Atlanta’s offer was reportedly 
for three years and $30 million 
US, but media sources indicat- 
ed that the Dodgers upped the 
ante to $33 million over the 
same time period. 
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SCOREBOARD 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Cape Breton 3 Moncton 2 (SO) 
Quebec 2 P.E.I. 0 

TONIGHT’S GAMES 

imouski at Montreal 
Drummondville at Shawinigan 
ewiston at Saint John 
Val-d’Or at Rouyn-Noranda 
PE.I. at Victoriaville 

TOMORROW’S GAMES 
HALIFAX at Cape Breton 
Saint John at Acadie-Bathurst 
ewiston at Moncton 
imouski at Quebec 
Chicoutimi at Baie-Comeau 
PE.I. at Drummondville 
Montreal at Gatineau 
‘ouyn-Noranda at Val-d'Or 
Shawinigan at Victoriaville 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 
Columbus 2 San Jose 1 (OT) 
New Jersey 5 Buffalo 3 
Calgary 3 Minnesota 2 (OT) 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
NY. Rangers at Los Angeles 
TONIGHT’S GAMES 
Toronto at Boston 
St. Louis at Washington 
Florida at Carolina 
Pittsburgh at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
Colorado at Tampa Bay 
San Jose at Detroit 
Columbus at Dallas 
Nashville at Phoenix 


will return 


roab| 


MATTHEW WUEST 
matthew.wuest@metronews.ca 


The Halifax Mooseheads 
are expected to gently 
nudge toward a true 
rebuilding phase over the 
holidays. 

You may think the 
Mooseheads are rebuilding 
already, given 
that they’re 


Let’s make a deal 


sonable offer that comes 
across his desk. 

“With the lack of picks 
we had and the lack of re- 
turning players, we 
brought in older guys off 
our protected list that we 
thought might bring us a 
better result,” Patenaude 
said. “Obviously, we don’t 
have the results we expect- 
ed, and we 
have to look 
to the second 


coming off a 


busted run © The QMIHL trade period half with a 
fora champi- opens on Sunday at 1:01 different 
onship and a.m.andendsonJan.8at1 eye.” 
have a belea- p.m. This is the third and fi- The Moose- 
guered nal trade period of the 2008- heads aren’t 
record of 10 09 season, meaning no exactly swim- 
wins in 35 more transactions can be ming in hot 
games. made until the off-season. commodities, 
But they’re but forward 


the second oldest team in 
the league, and a youth 
movement, one way or an- 
other, is expected during 
the QMJHL’s final trade pe- 
riod, which starts Saturday. 

Mooseheads general 
manager Marcel Patenaude 
will look to ship out any 
tradeable veterans and 
strongly consider any rea- 


Logan MacMillan, an Ana- 
heim Ducks’ first-rounder, 
and blue-liner Justin Pen- 
der, sought after for his 
booming shot, are likely to 
generate the most interest. 

For the veterans who 
aren’t traded and do stick 
around, but aren’t part of 
the blueprint for the fu- 
ture, the Mooseheads will 


Pianosi skates away with QMJHL scholastic award 
Halifax’s Alexi Pianosi has been named the Victoriaville Tigres’ recipient of the QMJHL’s scholastic player of the month award. 
The 19-year-old blue-liner and former Dartmouth Subways star has a goal and eight assists in 36 games. METRO HALIFAX 


Overhaul goes into overdrive 


Rebuilding of Mooseheads expected to heat up during holidays 


Gm 


Halifax Mooseheads forward Logan MacMillan may be a hot 
commodity during the upcoming QMJHL trading period. 


likely push them further 
down the bench and into 
the press box in an effort to 
develop their youth for 
next season. 

“We'll be looking in the 
second half to ice a team 


that will be © slightly 
younger,” Patenaude con- 
firmed. 

The Mooseheads may al- 
so clear space to bring in 
young talent off their pro- 
tected list, such as 18-year- 
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old blue-liner Jeremy 
Dunn. They are also work- 
ing on convincing 18-year- 
old scoring forward An- 
drew O’Leary to report 
from the U.S. 

MacMillan has struggled 
since coming back from a 
knee injury, with just one 
assist in five games. His 
trade value certainly isn’t 
as high as the Mooseheads 
had hoped, and Patenaude 
historically doesn’t  re- 
spond well to low-ball of- 
fers. 

A first-round pick and a 
solid 17- or 18-year-old 
player would no doubt be 
appetizing to Patenaude. 

“Some teams have been 
inquiring about Logan, and 
we've told them, if (a trade) 
happens, we need a few as- 
sets,” Patenaude said. “It’s 
always the case for us, if we 
don’t get the right offer for 
any of our players, we 
won't trade them.” 

For the Mooseheads’ top- 
five trade commodities, vis- 
it Matthew Wuest’s Q Files 
blog at www.metronews. 
ca/qfiles. 


“> SERVICE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT PAT GALLANT AT 421-5826 OR PAT.GALLANT@METRONEWS.CA 


(800) 711-2525 


1 ON 1 OR 2 ON 1! 


CAN PDH 
STATI 


SHOPPING SERVICES 


Call 902-423-8818 
we-can-do-that.com 


Halifax Driving School 
Christmas course Dec 27the New Years course Jan 34 


Graduated Driver License approved Courses 
Insurance approved courses ¢ Convenient payment options 


email: hfxdrivingschool@eastlink.ca 


454-0672 


Specializing in Men 
& Women’s fine tailoring, 


¢ Custom made dresses, 
suits & coats 


° Gift Certificates available 


© Dry Cleaning Service available within 
the day, call for special cleaning a 
Serving you since 1990 425-0018 


Your complete satisfaction 
is guaranteed 


1535 Dresden Row 
(Above Pete's Frootique) 
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EDWARD MARSHALL 


Counselling 


Counselling for Individuals, Couples & Families 


Dr. Edward Marshall 


Registered Professional Counsellor (CPCA) 


1574 Argyle St., Suite 4, Halifax, NS B3J 2B3 


Tel: (902) 492-5311 


web: www.edwardmarshall.ca 


Trade sweepstakes set to begin 


MATTHEW WUEST 
matthew.wuest@metronews.ca 


It’s a time of uncertainty for 
QMJHL teams as the final 
trade period nears. Who’s 
buying? Who’s _ selling? 
Who’s just not sure, and 
caught somewhere in be- 
tween? 

There are seven teams at 
the top of the standings eye- 
ing a trip to the Memorial 
Cup, and all are at least con- 
sidering buying up veteran 
talent to make a run for it. 

The Shawinigan 
Cataractes and Drum- 
mondville Voltigeurs are the 
cream of the crop, but the 
Moncton Wildcats and Que- 
bec Remparts aren’t far be- 
hind. Throw in the Cape 


Breton Screaming Eagles 
and the Saint John Sea Dogs, 
not to mention the Memori- 
al Cup-host Rimouski 
Oceanic, and you’ve got 
five teams who are going 
home unhappy in May. 

With the trade peri- 
od set to open on Sat- 
urday, some teams 


Of the remaining four, don’t 
be surprised if at least two 
take a conservative ap- 
proach. Rumours are al- 
ready flying that Saint John 
has bowed out of the Me- 
morial Cup sweepstakes 
and will sell. 
According to one 


Me GM, the Sea Dogs 


are wondering if it’s ——ss=me” have already traded 


worth selling the 
farm. 

“It’s a little weird this 
year,” admitted P.E.I. Rocket 
general manager Serge 
Savard Jr. “But I believe, 
come Saturday, there will be 
announcements of big 
trades.” 

Shawinigan and Drum- 
mondville would be crazy 
not to buy, while Rimouski 
is guaranteed to go all out. 


scoring star Chris 
DiDomenico to Drum- 
mondville. 


“If that’s the case, they 
have the edge already,” the 
GM said. 

While there appears to be 
no shortage of demand, sup- 
ply is lower than it has been 
in the past, making it that 
much more difficult for a 
contending team to land a 
proven veteran. 


The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and Kool 96.5 want YOU to 
weigh in on the city’s coolest places to eat, 
party, shop — you name it! 


Go to metronews.ca or kool965fm.ca to register 


your choice for this month’s category: 
Metro’s Koolest Hair Salon! 
One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 


Do it daily. 


We Play Anything. 
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Seasonal smarts 
Before you start hanging holiday lights, test each strand — and measure the 
distance you need it to cover — to avoid an emergency trip to the store. HGTV.cA 


Vietro Homes| 


Last-minute festive d 


HomeScape _ 


Sylvia 
Putz 


f you’re one of those 

people who honestly 

do intend to put up 

Christmas decorations 

but haven’t yet gotten 
around to it, don’t worry. 
There really is time before 
your in-laws come knock- 
ing at the door ... but not 
much. 

What you need is a plan 
to minimize work and max- 
imize your holiday decor 
impact. Luckily, some of us 
have been there, and are 
willing to share the art of 
laying on the Christmas 
cheer pretty close to the 
deadline. 

Rule number one is to 
scale down — concentrate 
on doing more with less. 


Secret weapons 


' gold and silver. 


Try to avoid plastering the 
house with every last piece 
of Christmas finery you’ve 
acquired over the last 
decade. For a classy look, 
less is more. Be selective. 

It can be handy to go 
with a theme in order to 
choose which decorations 
you need to use, and which 
ones you need to keep 
stored away. 

You may decide to go 
with ornaments of a certain 
colour, for example. If you 
do, pick colours that har- 
monize with your home 
decor. 

But you're at a loss about 
how to coordinate holiday 
decor with your purple 


Here are a few other tricks 
for late decorators: 

@ Tie ribbon on candlesticks, 
plants, chair backs door- 
knobs or anything at all to 
make things look festive. 

e Use shiny baubles, shiny 
metals and crystal pieces 
that will reflect light or let it 
sparkle through. 

© Have lots of candles and a 


lit fireplace. At dinner or 
family relaxation time, re- 
member to light the candles. 
They reflect off all the shiny 
baubles and reflective pieces 
and look wonderfully Christ- 
mas-y. (Remember to blow 
them out when you leave 
the room.) 

¢ Last but not least, start dec- 
orating on Dec. 1 next year. 


Stuck for a holiday-decor 
theme? Tried-and-true op- 
®& tions include high- 
shine and natural : 
Wi looks — and you & 


tion of red, green 


walls, you 
can always go for some 
combination of red, green, 
gold and silver, which al- 
ways works well at Christ- 
mas. 

If you’re willing to be ad- 
venturous, you could go 
with a theme, such as orna- 
ments from a certain time, 
like 70s disco, or an old- 
fashioned Victorian-look- 
ing Christmas, or a “bling” 
Christmas using baubles 
and enormous rings. 

Something unique can be 
refreshingly original, but 
the old standards can be 
quite lovely too. As always, 
traditional colours always 
look great with evergreen 
boughs, pinecones, grasses, 
branches and berries. Al- 
though the natural look 
may not be new and excit- 
ing, it looks reliably classy. 

When it comes to choos- 
ing areas of the house to 
decorate, stick to a few 
highly visible areas. A 
Christmas tree is obligatory 
in most houses. Other visi- 
ble areas include the front 
door or windows, a fire- 
place mantel and a stair- 
case railing. 


23 


Unless your 
children or family mem- 
bers are sticklers for the 
traditional tree, you do not 
necessarily have to cut one 
and drag it home. To keep 
things easier, go for a 
bunch of large evergreen 
boughs arranged into a 
large vase, or a small pine 
in a pot which you can 
transplant in your garden 
or use as a house plant af- 
terwards. 

Keep with the Christmas 
decor theme, if you used 
one. To decorate quickly, 
use larger ornaments, or 
tie eye-catching ribbons to 
the branches. For staircases 
and mantels above fire- 
places, think in term of gar- 
lands or a regularly spaces 
series of wreaths. 

Swags of fabric can also 
work nicely, draped and 
arranged prettily, and inter- 
spersed with shiny orna- 
mentation or wrapped 
around sparkly LED lights 
that remain cool when 
turned on. 


Sylvia Putz is a journalist with an interest in 
decor and design. She’s written for the TV show 
Arresting Design; sputz@arrestingdesign.com. 


1535 Dresden Row, Halifax, Nova Scotia | www.dresdenrowmarket.ca 


Happy 
Holidays 


from the shops of 
Dresden Row Market 


SOUTH PARK 


SPRING GARDEN 


DRESDEN ROW 
BIRMINGHAM 
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| Beat the winter blues! 
$500.00 off the purchase 


spa in stock. 


j Offer valid until January 30th, 2009. Must present 


I 
of any Dimension One _ |! 
I 


coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
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DIMENSION ONE SPAS 


Patio Perfect Plus 


(902) 832-3204 
9 Symonds Road, Bedford 
(off Hammonds Plains Rd.) 
info@patioperfectplus.com 


www.patioperfectplus.com 
1-800-565-2436 
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Try these season's eatings 


A la carte 


Barb 
Holland 


Cw 


Metro Food Writer 


Sticky Toffee Pudding is a 
classic dessert of British 
origins. It is a winter 
dessert when warm and 
comforting — it really hits 
the spot. There are just 
about as many recipes for 
sticky toffee pudding (also 
referred to as sticky date 
pudding) as people who 
make them. Hope you en- 
joy this one. Wishing you 
delicious season’s eatings! 


Sticky Toffee Puddings 

The puddings and the 
sauce can be made a day 
ahead, just cool, cover and 
refrigerate separately. The 
easiest way to reheat is 
briefly in the microwave 
—individually about 20 to 
30 seconds until warm not 
hot. Don’t overheat or they 
will go rubbery. Reheat 
sauce in microwave until 
warm. Look for honey 
dates in the produce sec- 
tion rather than the firm, 
pressed dated in the bak- 
ing section. Makes 8 serv- 
ings. 


INGREDIENTS: 

e 1-1/2 cups (375 mL) 
pitted dates (about 8 
02/250 g), chopped 


Staying in is the new dining out? 


According to the latest Eating Patterns In Canada (EPIC) report from The NPD Group, a full 88 per cent of respondents revealed their inten- 


tions to decrease the amount of time spent dining out in restaurants, choosing the comforts of home instead. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


“Just 5 Things: Easy Gourmet Cooking 


to its word — all recipes contain only five 
ingredients.” 


EDITOR: NINA DRAGICEVIC, NINA.DRAGICEVICA METRONEWS.CA 


with Just a Handful of Ingredients is true re Sn 


¢ 1 tsp (5 mL) baking soda 
¢ 3/4 cup (175 mL) boiling 
water 

e 1 tsp (5 mL) vanilla 

e 1-1/4 cups (300 mL) all- 
purpose flour 

¢ 1/2 tsp (2 mL) baking 
powder 

¢ 1/2 tsp (2 mL) salt 

¢ 1/3 cup (75 mL) butter, 
softened 

¢ 1/2 cup (125 mL) dark 
brown sugar 

° 2 eggs 

Toffee Sauce: 

¢ 3/4 cup (175 mL) dark 
brown sugar 

¢ 4 tsp (20 mL) cornstarch 
e 1 cup (250 mL) milk 

e 2 tbsp (30 mL) butter 

e 1 tsp (5 mL) vanilla 


METHOD: 

Place dates and baking so- 
da in a heatproof bowl. 
Pour boiling water over, 
stir and submerge dates in 
water; let stand 10 min- 
utes until dates are well- 
softened. Mash with a fork. 
Stir in vanilla. 

Meanwhile, preheat 
oven to 350°F (180°C). But- 
ter 8 ramekin or custard 
cups. Whisk together 
flour, baking powder and 
salt, set aside. 

In a bowl, beat butter 
and brown sugar together 
until creamy. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well 
after each addition. Fold in 
flour mixture then date 
mixture until evenly 
mixed (don’t overmix). Di- 
vide batter between cups, 
filling about 3/4’s full. 


Metro News Services 


people who make them. 


Place ramekins on a 
baking sheet and bake un- 
til puddings spring back 
when lightly touched or 
toothpick inserted in cen- 
tre comes out clean, about 
25 minutes. Transfer 
ramekins to wire rack to 
cool 10 minutes. Run a 
knife around edges to 
loosen. 

While puddings are bak- 
ing, make sauce. Ina 4 cup 
(1 L) glass measure or bowl, 
whisk sugar and corn- 
starch together. Whisk in 
milk until smooth. Mi- 
crowave, uncovered at 
High for 2 to 3 minutes or 
until mixture comes to a 
boil and thickens. Whisk a 
few times during cooking. 
Stir in butter until melted, 
then vanilla. Makes about 


There are just about as many recipes for sticky toffee pudding as 


aa ee 


1-1/4 cups (300 mL). 

To serve, turn warm 
puddings out onto individ- 
ual plates and serve warm 
with warm Toffee Sauce. 


When the days are short 
and the long, cold nights 
descend early, the Festival 
of Chanukah arrives. The 
flickering lights of the 
Chanukah menorah 
(chanukiah) will join the 
lights of the Shabbos can- 
dles. It’s time, once again 
to recall the miracle that 
took place over 2,000 
years ago, when a small 
band of Maccabees were 
victorious over their ene- 
mies and a little jar of oil, 
enough to burn for only 
one day, miraculously 
burned for eight. 


ly 


In honour of the miracle 
which occurred with oil, it 
is traditional to eat foods 
fried in oil. Potato latkas 
and sufganiot (Israeli-style 
doughnuts) are popular. 
Dairy dishes are also cus- 
tomary and this recipe 
from Norene’s Healthy 
Kitchen — Eat Your Way to 
Good Health by Norene 
Gilletz (Whitecap Books, 
$35) is both light and 
decadent. 


Decadent Marbled 
Cheesecake 

Recipe can be made up 
to 3 to 4 days ahead (store 
in refrigerator). Leftovers, 
if any, can be frozen. 
Makes 12 servings. 


INGREDIENTS: 

¢ 1 Ib (500 g) light cream 
cheese, cut in chunks 

¢ 1/2 Ib (250 g) nonfat 
pressed (smooth) cottage 
cheese, cut into chunks 

¢ 1 cup (250 mL) granulat- 
ed sugar 

e 2 eggs plus 2 egg whites 
(or 3 eggs) 

¢ 1 tbsp (15 mL) Passover 
brandy or liqueur 

¢ 3 0z (75 g) dark, 
bittersweet chocolate, 
melted (or % cup/125 mL) 
chocolate chips) 


METHOD: 

Preheat oven to 350°F 
(180°C). Fill a baking pan 
half-full with water and 
place it on the bottom rack 
of the oven. (The steam 
helps prevent the cheese- 


The Reader’s Digest 
book, by Rachel Lane, 
contains more than 330 
recipes, all illustrated 
with full-colour 
photographs. 


cake from cracking.) Spray 
a 10-inch ceramic quiche 
dish with cooking spray. 

In a food processor fitted 
with steel blade, process 
cream cheese, cottage 
cheese and sugar until 
smooth, about 30 seconds. 
Add eggs and_ brandy; 
process until well-mixed, 
about 25 to 30 seconds 
longer. (Don’t over- 
process.) Remove 1 cup 
(250 mL) batter and mix 
with melted chocolate un- 
til blended. 

Pour the white batter in- 
to prepared dish. Pour 
chocolate batter over 
white batter in a wide cir- 
cle, about 1/2-inch (1 cm) 
in from the sides of the 
dish; there should be a 
bull’s-eye of white batter 
in the centre. Cut through 
the batter carefully with a 
knife to create a marbled 
effect. Don’t blend the bat- 
ter too much or the mar- 
bled effect will disappear. 

Bake on middle rack for 
30 to 35 minutes or until 
centre jiggles slightly 
when you shake the dish, 
but cheesecake won’t be 
sticky when touched light- 
ly with your fingertips. Let 
cool completely, then cov- 
er with plastic wrap and 


refrigerate. 

e For more recipes from 
Norene, visit gourma- 
nia.com. 


Barb Holland is a professional home 
economist and food writer who believes in 
shopping locally and in season. 


YAHOO! 


CANADA 


GIVE HOLIDAY STRESS THE BOOT! 


We've got 6 simple tips to help just 
about anybody stay on top of things this 


holiday season. 


Are you getting more stressed out as 
the holidays approach? Does the mere 
thought of not finding the perfect gift 
for each person, entertaining people 
at home, or finding the right dress for 
the office party make you nervous? The 
holiday season is supposed to be fun... 
but for those who need to juggle work, 
a household, gifts and entertaining, it can 
sometimes seem like an obstacle course. 


Everything about life, updated every day. 


Once your guests are in the house, relax 
and enjoy their presence. You'll notice that 
people are always willing to lend a hand, 
so accept it if they offer. Also, there’s no 
shame in not having everything on the 
table when the guests arrive. 


Have fun 


Here are a few basic rules to follow in order 
to avoid getting too stressed out and to 
help you enjoy this special season. 


Health + Fitness 
Fashion + Beauty 
Home + Garden 


Family + Relationships 


Nem c:y-lemiele-mucian litestyle.yahoo.ca 


2009 CNIB 
LOTTERY 
CALENDAR 


vision health. vision hope. 


365 CASH PRIZES! 


° Great Gift Idea ¢ Win More Than Once 
e Approximately 1 in 16 Chances to Win 
e Beautiful Maritime Photography 


2009 CNIB Lottery Calendar 


$25.00 each 
Call 453-1480 ext. 230 


ee 


Proceeds to CNIB Programs and Services 


Lottery License #NS AGA-139308-09 Lottery License #PE 9996 
Charitable Number 119219459 RROOO3 
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Vuitton flagship planned in Tokyo cancelled 
LVMH, the world’s biggest luxury goods group, has scrapped a planned Louis Vuitton flagship store in Tokyo’s 
glitzy Ginza shopping district, as a spreading recession takes the lustre off designer brands. REUTERS 
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A fashion statement with a message 


Italian Jewelry line DeMaria is celebrating the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights with a unique and timeless colleciton. The jewelry line includes pendants, 


bracelets and rings (left) engraved with words and phrases taken directly from the original 
document. Each item is made of solid 925 silver and comes in a variety of plating including 
white silver, yellow gold and black ruthenium. Ranging in price from $350 to $475, the col- 


lection is available at Exclusive Diamonds (exclusive-diamonds.com). 


EDITOR: ANN-MARIE COLACINO, ANN-MARIE.COLACINO@METRONEWS.CA 


Heating up 


Style File 


Kim 


Elbo f A4W 


kim.elbo@gmail.com 


ask kim 


| bought a New Year’s Eve 
dress that’s a tad tight 
and now | need to buy 
shapewear that will 
smooth out the appear- 
ance of my undergar- 
ments. Do you have any 
suggestions? 


We’ve all gone running 
to Spanx, but the U.S.- 
based company isn’t the 
only one helping us out 
when it comes to un- 
wanted bulges; Joe Fresh 
carries similar body slim- 
ming shorts and Vancou- 
ver designer Twin 
Syndrome is shaping our 
tummy’s with high- 
waisted underwear. 


E-mail your style 
questions to 
kim.elbo@gmail.com. 


Vancouver's Kim Elbo has a passion for 
fashion. Here she shares the latest style tips. 


GlobalStyle 


Kenya 


- 
Hunt iy 


Check out Kenya’s best/worst 
dressed list, exclusively 
at metronews.ca/globalstyle 


All Skin Types, 
Tans OK! 
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Body Suit 
Designer: La Senza 

Shop: La Senza 

Address: Various Locations 


Embroidered Bodice 


Designer: Change 
Lacy Basque 


lasenza.com Price: Top - $145, Bottom- $38 
Shop: Change Designer: Agent Provocateur 
hi bh Address: Various Locations Shop: Agent Provocateur 


change.com agentprovocateur.com 


& Se 
Bath Robe PF 
Designer: Aerie Si es 
: ilk Robe wk 
ae Designer: Change Sheer Kimono 
lipeations Shop: Change ; Designer: Madame V 
ae:com Address: Various Locations Shop: Flesh 


change.com fleshlingerie.com 
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Lingerie 

Surprise your man this holi- 
day with a little lace. Body 
skimming lace, ruffles, 
garters and fishnets are all 
the things needed for a 
good night. Wear these gar- 
ments underneath your hol- 
iday dress or keep them 
bedside for a special night. 
Head to Agent Provocateur 
for kinky but classy luxe 
lingerie and accessories. If 
your budget is a little tight, 
La Senza has got you (semi) 
covered with sheer body 
suits and sassy camis and 
bottoms from the new Pussy 
Cat Dolls collection. 


Robes 


Cover up before you get out 
of bed. Whether youre gift- 
ing or buying for yourself, 
here are the three must- 
have robes for your boudoir. 
The kimono robe is a popu- 
lar cut that will never go out 
of style. The sheer kimono 
by Madame V is a Katie 
Holmes-Cruz favourite. The 
silk robe is the type worn 
over lingerie, it’s elegant 
and feels soft against the 
skin. And the plush terry 
cloth robe is perfect for the 
spa feel and great after a 
long bath. 


Hair Artistic 
& Laser Clinic 


“ 


Laser Hair Removal 
for Men & Women 


+ LaserFACIAL 
« Microdermabrasion 


« Laser Vein Removal 
+ Pigmented Lesions 


www.haalc.ca 


457-2266 


Free Consultations 
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Bruni sues 
fashion chain 


LEGAL 
French 
first lady 
Carla 
Bruni- 
Sarkozy 
is suing a 
fashion 
chain for |" — 
selling _ 

bags em- Carla Bruni- 
blazoned Sarkozy 

with 

nude images of her in the 
latest legal action over 
the presidential couple’s 
image. 

At a court hearing on 
Monday in the French In- 
dian Ocean island of Re- 
union,  Bruni-Sarkozy’s 
lawyer said the former 
model was demanding 
125,000 euros ($168,300) 
in damages from local 
chain Pardon which sold 
the bags there for a few 
days. 

“This little-known com- 
pany is using the image of 
a famous person in a 
shocking way ... for media 
attention,” Gesche Le Fur 
told the court in the is- 
land's capital, Saint De- 
nis. 

Bruni-Sarkozy, 40, rose 
to fame as a model before 
becoming a pop singer. 
Public interest in her has 
surged since her whirl- 
wind romance with Presi- 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy, 
whom she married in Feb- 
ruary less than three 
months after they met. 

The couple have repeat- 
edly gone to court over 
image issues, attracting 
criticism that they are too 
focused on trivial mat- 
ters. REUTERS 


— | 
| December 8th to December 23rd 


Visit Trapeze Grille & Bar for our 
exceptional Holiday Special! 


Soup of the day 


Your choice of Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings 
or Stuffed Roast Pork Loin 


Eggnog Cheesecake 


© 
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Classic Albums Live 


January 28 


The Eagles - Hotel California 


Max Pellicano 
January 23 & 24 


A tribute to the King 


Emerson Drive Dr. Hook 
February 6&7 February 18314 
Songwriters’ Circle Classic Albums Live 


March) | 


Bruce Guthro and friends 


March 14 


Jimi Hendrix - Are You Experienced 


—ssaq 


Make the Holidays 
easy this year with 
Casino Nova Scotia 
. | Gift Certificates, 
. ¥ | | 


es e | 


Ike us? 


Kets tot 


Visit the Casino Cage 
_ topurchase your 
gift certificates today. 


pody Does i¢ lil 


1983 Upper Water Street, 
Halifax, NS B3J 3Y5 
(902) 425-7777 
casinonovascotia.com 


If you’re looking for a fun and 
exciting career, look no further. 


For more information visit 
http://www.casinonovascotia.com/careers.aspx 
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Mamma Mia! has nudged aside the 11-time Oscar winner Titanic as 


the top-grossing film of all time at the U.K. box office. EONLINE.COM 


EDITOR: TINA COSTANZA, TINA.COSTANZA@METRONEWS.CA 


Fall Out Boy whip 
up prog-pop sound 


Folie a Deux 
Island 


throws _ its 
punk pop 
identity out 
the window } 
in exchange 
for some- 
thing much grander and 
ambitious in scope. It 
seems that lyricist/bassist 
Pete Wentz is now moving 
in much loftier circles 
since marrying pop 
princess Ashlee Simpson. 
He’s rubbing musical el- 
bows with Elvis Costello, 
Lil Wayne and Deborah 
Harry, who add vocals to 
this album. The band’s pop 
sensibilities remain, but 
are almost lost in a mix of 
strings, keyboards and 
uberdense production. The 
band seems to be striving 
to creative something that 
could only be called prog- 
pop. A noble cause. There 
are times when it works 
with huge success like on 
What A Catch Donnie, but 
at others it lacks focus. 
This CD may turn off old 
fans and probably won’t 
win Fall Out Boy any new 
ones. Still the band gets 
major points for trying to 
break out of its cocoon. 

Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 


When The 
World Comes Down 
Interscope/Universal 


rock from | 
Oklahoma. 
Insipid 
lyrics, 
“breakin’ is 
what your 
heart is for,” make it obvi- 
ous that this band’s name 
has more bite than its mu- 
sic. The All-American Re- 
jects’ third album is made 
partly palatable by the 
gang vocals on Gives You 
Hell, the unabashed ado- 
lescent pawing of I Wanna 
and the surprisingly so- 
phisticated vocal mix with 
folk-rockers Catherine and 
Allison Pierce (The Pierces) 
on Another Heart Calls. 


Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 
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A Different Me 
Geffen/Universal 


an 
album titled 
Just Like 
You, some 
Keyshia 
Cole fans 
might be a bit concerned 
by the name of their R&B 
super-starlet’s follow-up, A 
Different Me. They can re- 
lax. Cole’s mastery of the 
smooth, infectious soul 
hasn’t waned, and it’s still 
on full display here. 
What’s different is her atti- 
tude. While she’s usually 
focused on pain and hurt, 
this time around the Oak- 
land-born songstress is far 
more upbeat and positive 
— both in her lyrics, which 
are generally about rela- 
tionships, and her music. 
It’s a great step forward for 
this rising star. 


Bryan Borzykowski/for Metro Canada 


iSouljaBoyTellem 
Interscope/Universal 


accessible 
beats and ur- @ae¢ 
ban diction- P AA 
ary rap clich- | 
es, this is an 
album that will be grooved 
to by suburban 12-year-old 
boys who still haven’t fig- 
ured out how silly they 


The All-American Rejects’ name has more bite than its music. 


music@metronews.ca 


look in their crooked ball 
caps and bling. Its subject 
matter deals with the joys 
of swag, booty, Gucci acces- 
sories, and, most of all, 
Souljaboy. It’s like this 18- 
year-old wonder still can’t 
believe he’s hit the big 
time. Well, frankly, neither 
can we. 


Graham Rockingham/for Metro Canada 


GhostDeini The Great 
Def Jam/Universal 


Chostface Killa, 


thing 
everyone 
can count 
on during 
the holiday Ed 
season it’s a 
new Ghostface Killah al- 
bum. This year — his third 
consecutive Xmas time re- 
lease — the prolific Wu- 
Tang member has offered 
up a collection of unre- 
leased tracks, remixes of 
existing tunes and a hilari- 
ous Ghostface Christmas 
rap. While this potential 
stocking stuffer isn’t as 
good as some of his other 
releases, this album’s ver- 
sions of All That I Got Is 
You, with Mary J. Blige and 
Back Like That, with 
Kanye, should make his 
fans anxious for Santa 
Claus to arrive. 
Bryan Borzykowski/for Metro Canada 
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HBO announced Tuesday that the cable network had signed an exclusive multiyear deal with Oprah 
Winfrey’s Harpo Films to develop and produce scripted television programming. TVGUIDE.COM 


Right: James 
and Amy Lar- 
rieux at 
HMCS 
Iroquois’ 
holiday 
blowout at 
the Westin 
Nova Scotian. 


Right: Lori 
Machina, left, 
Paul McCarthy, 
and Tanya Ford 
at the HMCS 
lroquois’ 
Christmas 
party. 


Left: HMCS Iro- 
quois’ newly- 
engaged 
couple Larissa 
Close and Paul 
Haynes 
celebrate being 
back home for 
the holidays. 


Left: Christian 
Brown does a 
perfect “spit 


7 take” as Angela 


Simmons 
laughs at an 
HMCS Iroquois 
Christmas party 
joke. 


Above: Melissa Edwards, left, Melissa Stuart, and Natasha 
Benigno demonstrate why the Molson Give-R is such a popu- 


lar event. 
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Above: Andy Goggin, left, 
Shannon MacGregor, and Jon 
Lee at the Westin Christmas 
party for HMCS Iroquois. 


Right: Cathy Edmond and 
Steve Tremblay enjoying a mo- 
ment at the HMCS Iroquois 
Christmas party. 


Nutcrackers, Christmas 
parties and a rain storm 
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ometimes it’s like 
the party gods con- 
spire against us. 
It’s the only expla- 
nation I have for 
last Friday’s wind and 
rain blast that threatened 
to blow the Christmas 
spirit right out of me. 

Luckily, my spirit tank 
was full, and a little wind 
and rain wasn’t going to 
ruin the Scene. 

There’s nothing like a 
holiday luncheon to kick 
off the week — like the 
Nutcracker Luncheon, 
last Wednesday at the 
World Trade and Conven- 
tion Centre. 

Symphony Nova Scotia 
has been providing the 
soundtrack for this event 
for many years. 

The holiday season sta- 
ple is a key fundraiser for 
Phoenix Youth Programs, 
to help homeless teens 
and those at risk find a 
better way through mu- 
sic. 

The theme this year was 
the importance of music 
to our youth. KOOL FM’s 
morning team, Griff Hen- 
derson and Caroline Park- 
er, hosted another suc- 
cessful afternoon, follow- 


ing in the footsteps of the 
last three sold-out Nut- 
cracker luncheons. 

What may have been 
the best party of the sea- 
son took over the Westin 
last weekend. 

After a six-month de- 
ployment, HMCS Iroquois 
returned home at the end 
of October. The ship held 
its Christmas party for 
family and friends, and it 
was the first time for all 
to socialize since pulling 
into port. 

To say this group was 
primed to party would be 
an understatement. Cele- 
brations included talk of 
engagements and new ba- 
bies as couples got reac- 
quainted. 

The whole night had a 
great atmosphere of cele- 
bration, relief and joy. 
Welcome home guys and 
gals — and thank you! 

The Halifax Alehouse 
was my next stop for an 
early Molson Give-R. Usu- 
ally held on the last Fri- 
day of the month, this 
time it was moved up a 
few weeks because of 
Christmas. 

For only five dollars, 
you can help out a great 
charity, get a cold bever- 
age and blow off some 
stress after the work 
week. 

This month the charity 
was Operation Red Nose, 
a group of dedicated vol- 
unteers who help the 
overindulgent get home 
safely. 


Upstairs at the Ale- 
house, another group of 
dedicated and helping 
folks was blowing off 
some steam. These ones 
were respiratory thera- 
pists from the IWK Health 
Centre, breathing life into 
a gray Friday night with 
their holiday celebration. 

I planned on attending 
the FRED holiday party 
featuring Tom Collins Fri- 
day evening, but couldn’t 
see any signs of life inside 
the trendy salon. 

Perhaps I just couldn’t 
see through the sheets of 
rain dumping Friday 
night. It was time for me 
to white-knuckle it home. 

I’m going to abuse the 
power of The Scene for a 
moment and be a bit self- 
ish. Q-104’s female morn- 
ing voice has reached a 
milestone today. 

Lordy, lordy, my wife 
Lisa Blackburn is ... well, 
the number isn’t impor- 
tant, but she’s the same 
age as the Beatles White 
Album. So, to the best co- 
host I ever had in radio ... 
and in life ... happy birth- 
day Lisa! 

Your man on The Scene 
is putting the camera 
down long enough to 
drink some eggnog and 
shake presents under the 
tree. 

So be good, and we’ll 
see you in the new year! 


When he’s not making the Scene, 
Jamie Paterson hosts The Drive and The 
Beatlebrunch on KOOL FM in Halifax 


Above: Beata Cawley and Tra- 
cy Cushing at the IWK Respira- 
tory Therapy holiday celebra- 
tion. 


Above: Dartmouth Pigdogs 
rugby team members Glenn 
Johnston and Jon Dicks at the 
Halifax Alehouse. 
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‘The worst possible message, Idol judge says 


IntelleVision 


Rick 
McGinnis 


we. 
rick.mcginnis@metronews.ca 


WHAT HAPPENED? Whether 
you're a fan of Canadian 
Idol or not — and I have al- 
ways been firmly in the lat- 
ter camp — you can’t help 
but wonder just why a na- 
tional network would put 
on hiatus a show that 
they’d spend six seasons 
trumpeting as a ratings tri- 
umph and a cultural land- 
mark that only they could 
have made happen. 

The only thing that’s 
clear right now is that CTV 
didn’t want the news of 
the show’s one-year “rest” 
to break as quickly as it did 
this week, but a 
groundswell of online buzz 
fed by the grumbling that 
happens when you pink- 
slip hundreds of cast and 
crew — aided in perhaps 
the smallest way by my 
own inquiries on Tuesday 
— forced them to make a 
curt but definitive state- 
ment. 

I still needed answers, 


Canadian Idol judge Zack Werner says the cost of CTV’s Olympic 
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commitments was a factor in the show being put on hiatus. 


however, so I called up Za- 
ck Werner, the only Idol 
personality who has, so far, 
made any public state- 
ments on the news. 

After giving me some 
grief for my anti-Idol state- 
ments, Werner said that 
while he’s not privy to the 
budgets or decisions made 
at CTV or by Insight, Idol’s 
production company, “I do 
know that every year when 
we go to renew our deal 
with the show we're al- 
ways told that the show is 


prohibitively expensive 
and Canadian advertisers 
are always a hard sell to 
get them to put any money 
into a Canadian property. 

“And that given the 
dearth of automobile ad- 
vertising that’s going to go 
on in the future, that the 
sales team at CTV came 
back to the powers that be 
and told them that they 
couldn't make their nut.” 

Werner says that one of 
the reasons they were giv- 
en for the network’s belt- 


tightening was the cost of 
their Olympic commit- 
ments. 

“They paid $100 million 
for the Olympics, at a time 
when the economy looked 
booming, and now they’ve 
got to sell the advertising 
for that,” he said, which 
quickly led to a discussion 
of just how CTV will re- 
place Idol in their sched- 
ule. 

“It begs the question — 
so you're going to put ona 
less expensive show where 
advertisers pay less money 
on slots on shows that are 
going to have fewer view- 
ers? 

“And you're going to pay 
the licence fee, which 
they’re going to have to 
pay to Fremantle (Idol’s 
parent company) whether 
they do the show or not. So 
the combination of paying 
the license fee and putting 
on cheaper programming 
and selling the advertising 
for less makes more eco- 
nomic sense than putting 
on our show — I think that 
begs some questions, don’t 
you?” 

At the risk of sounding 
altruistic — “because I’m 
not the most altruistic per- 
son in the world” — Wern- 
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er wonders what message 
is being sent to the “thou- 
sands of kids who, at a 
time when the economy is 
selling them a picture that 
the future is bleak, if you 
ever needed a dream, anda 
dream that gave you a 
chance to compete for it 
becoming a reality, and un- 
derstanding what it means 
to work hard and have an 
option, now is the time 
when we need a show like 
this. 

“Unfortunately, it’s the 
worst possible message 
they could be sending out.” 


Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 
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See complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and purchase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 


Akon pleads guilty 


Akon has pleaded guilty to a charge of harassment in the second degree over an incident where a kid was thrown off 
stage during a 2007 concert. He was sentenced to 65 hours community service and $350 US in fines. Tmz.com 


Dexter finale 
slays competition 


RATINGS Dexter killed for 
Showtime in its third-sea- 
son finale. 

The serial-killer saga 
drew 1.5 million total 
viewers at 9 p.m. on Sun- 
day, making it the premi- 
um network’s most- 
watched telecast since 
2004, when Nielsen began 
reporting Showtime 
ratings separate from 
Showtime Plex. 

That’s up seven per cent 
compared with the 
Season 2 finale (1.4 
million). REUTERS 


‘Pimped out’ anchor 
promoted at MSNBC 


News MSNBC anchor 
David Shuster, who got in- 
to trouble earlier this year 
for saying Chelsea Clinton 
had been “pimped out” by 
her mother's presidential 
campaign, will take the 
helm of 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue, the 
nightly news program on 
politics and Washington 
news. 

He will replace David 
Gregory, who left the 
show created earlier this 
year to become moderator 
of Meet the Press at broad- 
cast sibling NBC. 

REUTERS 


(chitics’corner— 


My Name Is Earl 

Time for a reshuffling of Earl’s 
(Jason Lee) list. One particular 
item becomes a matter of life 
and death and jumps to the top 
when a mysterious man moves 
next door to Earl and Randy 
(Ethan Suplee). Joy (Jaime 
Pressly) has her eyes on a 
prize — a monetary award in 

a science fair — “Sold a Guy a 
Lemon Car.” 9 PM on NBC 


jan 


Mall Santa 
Not everyone is suited to play 
Santa Claus, but the three guys 
featured in this new documentary 
seem born to the role. As shop- 
ping-mall Santas, John, Bernie 
and Roy have held more kids in 
their laps and heard more Christ- 
mas wishes than they can count. 
But it’s not an easy gig — and in 
some cases, there’s no gig at all. 
After 50 years of playing Santa, 
Bernie has a tough time finding 

a mall job, and the one he does 
find is disappointing. 8 PM on 
CIHF 


Paul Brandt’s 

Christmas in Banff 

Paul Brandt is back in Banff, 
Alta., in this holiday special from 
2006. Performing outdoors in 

a cold gazebo, he is joined by 
guests Aaron Lines, Greg Sc- 
zebel and Liz Brandt in singing 
Christmas classics. 8 PM on 
CMT 


Metro 
Supports Give 
Girls A Chance! 
Educate a Girl. 
Change the 
World. 


Find out why, 
whether it’s on native 
reserves in Canada or in 
Third World country 
villages, educating girls 
is the key not only to 
economic growth, better 
health and prosperity but 
our best bet in the battles 
against terrorism and AIDS 
by visiting: 


www.givegirlsachance.org 


Thanks for your part in 
making the world 
a better place by 
educating girls. 


metre 


Do it daily. 


Only Aliant makes the pleasure of giving so easy. 


Free delivery « No money down « Low monthly payments on your Aliant bill 


3 easy ways to order: 


aliant.net | 1-866-425-4268 | Your nearest Aliant dealer 


here. for you.” aliant.net Aliant? 


*Certain conditions apply. Aliant products are available only where technology and availability permit. All offers are available for a limited time and subject to change without notice. May be subject to credit check. All prices are exclusive of taxes. 30 days advance notice is required to terminate select services. For 
more details visit www.aliant.net to see our Terms and Conditions. ™here. for you. is a trademark of Bell Aliant. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their registered holders. HIGH-SPEED: Offer available to new residential High-Speed customers who agree to a 12 month contract. 
Regular monthly rate for High-Speed is $47.95 (subject to change). Installation fees may apply. DELL & APPLE, & XBOX: Offer available to Aliant Internet residential customers who agree to a 36-month contract. No substitutions of equipment are available. Does not include applicable government Environmental 


Handling Fees. Aliant reserves the right to change the terms of offer, including without limitation, equipment specifications, at any time without notice. ALIANT TV: Only available to new Aliant TV customers with an Aliant High-Speed Value Package. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Programming subject to 
change without notice. Customers in apartment buildings may require written permission from their landlords. Requires a DSL capable line. Regular monthly rate for Aliant TV is $39.95 (subject to change). 
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Madge, Guy slam 
settlement story 


Madonna and 
Guy Ritchie are slamming 
recent stories about their 
divorce settlement, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

The joint statement — is- 
sued in London — came 
just days after Madonna's 
U.S. rep gave the Associat- 
ed Press details of the sup- 
posed deal. Liz Rosenberg 
said Madonna, 50, was set 
to hand over cash and 
property worth between 
$76 million US and $92 
million US, calling it “one 
of the largest (divorce) pay- 
outs ever.” 

But now the couple calls 


that informa- 
tion “mis- 
leading and 
inaccu- 
rate.” 

The state- 
ment 


reads: “We have tried to 
maintain a dignified si- 
lence regarding the details 
of our divorce for the last 
few months whilst accept- 
ing the obvious media in- 
terest ... The financial de- 
tails of the settlement will 
remain private, save to say 
that both of us are happy 
with our agreement. 

“Our primary concern, 
like any co-parents, is the 
care and well being of our 
children.” 

The couple — whose di- 
vorce will become final in 
January — have two sons, 
Rocco, 8, David, 3. Madon- 
_ha has a daugh- 

ter, Lourdes, 
< >) 2, from her 

AN relationship 

with Car- 
los Leon. 

METRO 
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A-Rod to Christmas with Madonna? 


Guess who’s com- 
ing home for Christmas? 
Madonna had agreed to 
give up her New York 
Christmas and spend the 
holiday with ex Guy 
Ritchie and their kids in 
the U.K., but there’s a 
catch, hollyscoop.com 
reports. Her boy toy 
Alex Rodriguez is com- 
ing along for the ride. 

The website reports 
that Madonna and her 
kids will jet to London 
on December 23 and 


stay for Christmas, 
while A-Rod takes a 
different flight out 


right before Christmas and 
hangs out in a hotel wait- 
ing for Madonna to finish 
playing Mommy. 

A source tells the UK 

Sun: “She wants the 
(22>, kids to be with their 
parents, but wants 
time with A-Rod, 
| too.” 


METRO NEWS 
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Prenup for Brangelina? 


While there’s been 
no official word that they 
are getting married, Brad 
Pitt and Angelina Jolie are 
reportedly hammering out 
the details of a $200 mil- 
lion US prenuptial agree- 
ment, according to Star 
magazine. 

Pitt “wants a prenup in 
place that spells out 
everything — their 
finances, their 
property and who 
will raise their 
children in case 
something hap- 
pens,” a source 
tells the maga- 
zine. 


But according to another 
source close to the couple, 
Jolie thinks such 


harbour 

doubts.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Lohan runs into her stalker 


Lindsay Lohan came 
face-to-face with her sus- 
pected stalker 
Tuesday 
night while 
leaving _ 
a club? 
out- 
side 


I, 


Phoenix earlier this morn- 
ing, popeater.com reports. 

The website says she and 
Samantha Ronson were ex- 
iting the Jackrabbit Lounge 
when a man in the crowd 
jumped Lohan, trying to go 
around club security to 
meet her. 

The 38-year old man was 
tackled by police and ar- 
rested for disorderly con- 
duct. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Kidman waiied she may be ‘barren’ 


Nicole Kidman has 
been warned she may not 
have any more children — 
because she tried to play 
the didgeridoo, according 
to ananova.com. 

The Oscar winner blew 
into the traditional instru- 
ment while pro- 


= A moting her latest 
film Australia on 
a German televi- 


= 
sion show. Co- 
a oY star Hugh Jack- 


<= 


4 -man laughed 
and danced 
on one leg 

she 

played dur- 
ing their 
appearance 


metre 


Do it daily. 


JACKSON-TRIGGS « 


—~ NIAGARA ESTATE 


on Wetten, Dass...? 

But Kidman’s perform- 
ance upset members of the 
Aboriginal community, 
who say she should know 
the didgeridoo is taboo for 
women. 

“People are going to see 
Nicole playing it and think 
it’s all right,” actor, screen- 
writer and Aboriginal lan- 


guage teacher Richard 
Green told the Sydney 
Morning Herald. 


“It bastardises our cul- 
ture. I will guarantee she 
has no more children,” he 
said. “It is not meant to be 
played by women as it will 
make them barren.” 
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Minuteman 
Press. 


Printing. 


HELLO! 


The View’s Elisabeth Hasselbeck has received an apology from the White House after not receiving an invite to its 
annual Christmas party. Hasselback voiced her discontent at not being invited on The View Tuesday. TVGUIDE.COM 


Fashion designer extraordinaire Roberto Cavalli recently invit- 
ed HELLO! into his opulent home in Florence, Italy, for a 
festive family celebration. Cavalli (at back) stands proudly 
with his children, their spouses and grandchildren; wife Eva is 
pictured below left. “Christmas is one of the few occasions 
we're all together,” she says. 


Gosling still loves McAdams: Source 


Ryan Gosling is still in 
love with Rachel 
McAdams, imdb.com re- 
ports. The pair — who met 
on the set of romantic 
movie The Notebook 
— split in November, 
but friends say the ac- 
tor can’t get over 
Rachel. 

A source said: “Ryan 
is still close to thef# 
McAdams family andj 
he still speaks to 
Rachel, but they are 
both openly single. 
He still loves Rachel, 
and she still loves 


make each other happy 
right now.” 

The 32-year-old actress is 
currently in London film- 
ing Guy Ritchie’s new proj- 
ect Sherlock Holmes, 
while Gosling is busy 
working on a new career 
jin music. 

The source said: 
“Ryan is com- 
pletely focused 


is spending a 
lot of time in 
the recording 
studio.” 
METRO NEWS 
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ble Pa Variable 
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Friday 
Mainly sunny 


Saturday 
Flurries 
= ®) -4°/ -8° 


entertainment 31 


TWN incorporates MSC data _* 


Take Five 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone — one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 


the entire puzzle. 


Crossword across 


1 Spill the beans 


33 “West Side Story” gang 


5 Foundation 34 Compass dir. 

8 Military hat 35 Haw’s partner 

12 Volcanic outflow 36 — willow 

13 Listening device 37 Hollywood audition 
14 The yoke’s on them 40 Small pie 

15 Leave out 41 Fungal growth 

16 Actress McClanahan 45 Anything but that 
17 Ollie’s pal 47 Little devil 

18 Hole 49 Met melody 


20 “The Lion King” villain 
22 Stenciling process 


50 Not the whole amount 
51 Perched 


26 Struck 52 —a soul 
29 Started the trick 53 Banana castoff 
30 Chinese chairman 54 Take a whack at 


31 Possess 
32 Accomplished 


55 Coloring agents 


Crossword down 


1 United nations 19 Dead heat peninsula 

2 Tibetan priest 21 Sent 35 Part of H.R.H. 
3 Tel follower duplicates of e- 36 Omega preced- 
4 Soft, sheer fab- mail er 

ric 23 Austrian 38 Art support 

5 Emerald, for painter Gustav 39 Void 

one 24 Dines on 42 Wagon 

6 Perfume label 25 Inquisitive 43 Green acres 
word 26 “— Like the 44 Methods 

7 Clad Wind” 45 Recipe meas. 
8 Noted 27 Not fem. 46 

Cleveland QB 28 It follows 19- Weeding tool 
Bernie Down 48 Scratch the 

9 Radicaldegrees 32Helooksdown _ surface 

10 Pod occupant in the mouth 

11 Hostel 33 North Sea 


PREVIOUS DAY’S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Metro Recipe of the Day 


Chili Steak with Texas 
Toasts 


INGREDIENTS: 

2 tsp (10 mL) ground cumin 
11/2 tsp (7 mL) chili powder 
3/4 tsp (4 mL) oregano 

3/4 tsp (4 mL) salt 

1/2 tsp (2 mL) black pepper 
2/3 cup (150 mL) spicy 
vegetable juice 

3 tbsp (45 mL) fresh lime juice 
2 cups (500 mL) frozen corn, 
thawed 

2 scallions, thinly sliced 

1 small red bell pepper, seeded 
and diced 

12 0z (375 g) well-trimmed 
flank steak 

1 loaf (8 0z/250 g) 

Italian bread, halved horizon- 
tally, then halved crosswise 

1 garlic clove, peeled and 
halved 


METHOD: 

1. Stir together cumin, chili 
powder, oregano, salt and 
black pepper in small bowl. 
Place vegetable juice and 
lime juice in measuring cup. 
Measure out 2 1/2 tsp (12 
mL) spice mixture and stir 
into vegetable-lime juice 
mixture. 


juice mixture in medium 
bowl. Stir to combine. 
Refrigerate until serving 
time. 

3. Preheat broiler. Rub 
remaining 1 tbsp (15 mL) 
spice mixture onto both 
sides of steak. Broil flank 
steak 4 inches (10 cm) from 
heat until medium, about 4 
minutes per side. Remove 
steak, but leave broiler on. 
Let steak stand 10 minutes 
before thinly 

slicing across the grain, on 
the diagonal. 

4. Meanwhile, broil bread, 
cut-side up, until lightly 
toasted, about 30 seconds. 
Rub bread on toasted side 
with cut garlic. Brush toast- 
ed side with remaining 
tomato-lime juice mixture 
and broil until lightly 
browned, about 1 minute. 
Serve steak with corn relish 
and toasts. 


SERVES 4 


For nutritional infor- 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 


SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: L7-2L MIN sisscercssssssssvsiases Smart | 2. Combine corn, scallions, Baas 

Under 13 min... Genius 21-25 MIN... eee Not bad | red pepper and 1/2 cup Reader's Digest, on 

V3.7 WII sas cesescssverececs Scholar 25+ Min........... Keep practising | (125 mL) of vegetable-lime REE ELSIE 
Horoscopes AVATAR VENUS 
ARIES TAURUS GEMINI CANCER Gs) LEO VIRGO 
MARCH 21-APRIL 20 APRIL 21-MAY 21 MAY 22-JUNE 21 JUNE 22-JULY 22 JULY 23-AUG 23 AUG 24-SEPT 22 
Think carefully about a wacky | Something has finally been fin- | Good things come to those | An ally will object to a lack of | Denial is an issue for someone | A daft girl will say some flip- 


remark. Confusion can result 
from feeling passionate. A 
grand gesture shows a deep un- 
derstanding of the truth. 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Don’t give anyone an excuse to 
offer you a treat. Amazing in- 
formation will take on greater 
significance. You can admit 
that you were wrong. 


ished. You’ll want to spill the 
beans about the facts. A safe 
bet is best for super benefits. 


SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Don’t gasp at what happened 
in the past. Say nice things 
about someone’s habits. A con- 
fidante will give a pep talk. 


who research well. An under- 
dog finds the key to success. An 
irritating expert ignores your 
feelings. 


SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Don’t despair about a bad state 
of affairs. All freethinkers will 
resist oppression. A tiny tyrant 
will steer clear of the truth. 


discipline. An expert’s insight 
will be rationalized. Demand- 
ing respect could cause a prob- 
lem. 


CAPRICORN 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

Don’t give orders to a returning 
friend. Significant memories 
will be unreliably reported. 
Grimy surroundings are the re- 
sult of chaos. 


with a bad condition. Don’t 
dwell on making last-minute 
plans. A disgruntled relative 
will complain. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

Try to make a move without de- 
lay. You can find a way to break 
loose. Be more dynamic and 
less sceptical. 


pant things. A friend is secre- 
tive about misbehaving. You'll 
thrive after moving ahead in 


love. 


PISCES 
FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Opinionated conversations can 
cause you to shiver with dread. 
Family secrets cause distress. A 
practical person witnesses a ca- 
tastrophe. 


This day in history 


DEC. 18, 1642: Abel Tasman becomes first European to land in 


New Zealand. 


DEC. 18, 1777: The United States celebrates its first Thanksgiving, 
celebrating the recent victory by the Americans over General John 
Burgoyne in the Battle of Saratoga in October. 

DEC. 18, 1932: The Chicago Bears defeat the Portsmouth Spartans 
9-0 in the first ever NFL Championship Game. Due to a blizzard, 
the game was moved from Wrigley Field to the Chicago Stadium. 
DEC. 18, 1996: The Oakland, California school board passes a reso- 
lution officially declaring "Ebonics" a language or dialect. 
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TELL METRO READERS 


"COMMENT &. VIEWS" 


Whether you agree or disagree about anything 
you've read in Metro, we want to know. 
Send us your views and pick up Metro daily 
to find out what other Metro readers are saying. 


Email your letters to 


FLIGHT CENTRE //peataae 
Unbeatable 


VANCOUVER 


 p4T8 


INCLUDES roundtrip airfare. 


I 866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Air only prices are 


are excluded. 


pe person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Prices are 
subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of 
publication, errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Transportation related fees, taxes and HS 


Let’s create a 
path forward. 


The world is changing around us. Now, more than ever, you need 
simple, straightforward advice from a trusted source to help you 
reach your goals. At RBC’, we’ve been advising Canadians and helping 
them navigate the financial times for seven generations. 

Find out how we can apply this expertise and experience to help you. 


Tomorrow starts 
with a call today. 


1-800 ROYAL’ 1-1 


CREATE 


A FUTURE WITH PEACE OF MIND 


® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. 


